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Sea of Okhotsk SOE220624 24-Jun-22 5-Jul-22 12 Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Magadan 6,590$     7,750$     8,270$        9,000$        9,420$        10,370$      500$    

Northern Sea Route - Westbound SOE220808 8-Aug-22 3-Sep-22 27 Anadyr Murmansk 21,900$   23,900$      26,900$      27,900$      29,900$      500$    
Nome Charter 

Flight $1,400

Northern Sea Route - Eastbound SOE220904 4-Sep-22 30-Sep-22 27 Murmansk Anadyr 21,900$   23,900$      26,900$      27,900$      29,900$      500$    
Nome Charter 

Flight $1,400

NORTHERN PROGRAMME 2022 |SPIRIT OF ENDERBY (US$)
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ittle known outside of Russia and seldom visited by 
westerners, Russia’s Sea of Okhotsk dominates the 
Northwest Pacific. Bounded to the north and west 

by the Russian continent and the Kamchatka Peninsula 
to the east, with the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin Island 
guarding the southern border, it is almost landlocked. 
Its coasts were once home to a number of groups of 
indigenous people: the Nivkhi, Oroki, Even and Itelmen. 
Their name for this sea simply translates as something 
like the ‘Sea of Hunters’ or ‘Hunters Sea’, perhaps a 
clue to the abundance of wildlife found here.

In 1725, and again in 1733, the Russian explorer Vitus 
Bering launched two expeditions from the town of 
Okhotsk on the western shores of this sea in order to 
explore the eastern coasts of the Russian Empire. For 
a long time this town was the gateway to Kamchatka 

and beyond. The modern town of Okhotsk is built near 
the site of the old town, and little has changed over 
the centuries. Inhabitants now have an air service, but 
their lives are still dominated by the sea. 

Perhaps no other sea in the world has witnessed 
as much human suffering and misery as the Sea of 
Okhotsk. Between 1932 and 1953 it is estimated that 
over 3 million prisoners (the vast majority of them 
innocent) were transported across the Sea of Okhotsk 
to the Gulags of the Kolyma Goldfields. It is estimated 
that only 500,000 of those prisoners survived to make 
the journey home. The town and port of Magadan 
were built to process these prisoners. Today there  
is little evidence of the town’s sordid past, but 
the Mask of Sorrow, a large monument on a hill 
overlooking the town, is a poignant reminder of 
Magadan’s origins.

The upper regions of the Sea of Okhotsk remain frozen 
for much of the year and winter storms make it an 
inhospitable place. However the lure of a rich fishery 
and, more recently, oil and gas discoveries means this 
sea is still being exploited, so nothing has changed 
there. In 1854, no fewer than 160 American and British 
whaling ships were there hunting whales. Despite this 
seemingly relentless exploitation the wildlife thrives, 
albeit probably not in the numbers it used to, but still in 
numbers that boggle the mind. The beautifully marked 
and rare Ribbon Seals are abundant here. On the 
small island of Iony, and on the Yamskie and Tyuleniy 
Islands, hundreds of Steller Sea Lions haul out each 
year to breed. Tyuleniy Island is also home to one of 
the largest breeding colonies of Northern Fur Seals in 
the Russian Far East.

© J Barry

© A Breniere
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ITINERARY
Day 1: Sakhalin Island,  
Port of Korsakov
This morning we meet at the 
Mega Palace Hotel and take 
a coach transfer to the Port of 
Korsakov some 40 minutes south 
of the city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. 
Once on board you will be 
shown to your cabins and there 
will be a chance to unpack and 
explore the vessel. We plan to get 
underway soon after you have 
embarked. There will be briefings 
and introductions to the ship, 
staff and crew after we have 
departed.

Day 2: Tyuleniy Island
We arrive at little known Tyuleniy 
Island off the south-east coast of 
Sakhalin Island. This small island is 
a stronghold for Northern Fur Seals 
and, since 1990, an increasing 
number of Steller Sea Lions. Up 
until the early 1900s fur seals were 
slaughtered in their thousands 
on this island. An international 
convention, signed in 1911, on 
the research and management 
of fur seals changed these 
practices and the numbers have 
slowly been recovering, reaching 
a record in the 1950s of about 
120,000 animals. In the 1960s a 
substantial field research station 
was constructed on the island 

and scientists monitored the 
population annually. In the 
1990s Steller Sea Lions started 
breeding on the island and their 
colony now numbers about 
2,500 animals. Sea conditions 
permitting, we plan a landing 
here. This will be an opportunity 
to photograph the seals and 
sea lions as well as talk with the 
researchers.

Day 3: Piltun Bay,  
Sakhalin Island
It was the discovery of oil 
and gas in this region which 
put Sakhalin Island on many 
people’s maps. The first 
commercial wells were built 
in Piltun Bay and they were 
not without controversy and 
protest. Biologists had been 
aware for a long time of a 
western population of Gray 
Whales that were (are) thought 
to migrate not to California 
(as most Gray Whales do) but 
possibly to somewhere in the 
South China Sea. Piltun Bay 
is an important habitat for 
this population so there were 
strict environmental practices 
imposed on the multinational 
developers. We visit Piltun Bay 
today, where the oil and gas 
platforms are very obvious, 
but we plan to go in search of 

Seabird numbers in the Sea of 
Okhotsk can only be described as 
spectacular. We are talking numbers 
rarely seen anywhere else in the 
world, such as an estimated 7 million 
on Matykil Island in the Yamskiye 
Archipelago. Then there are islands 
like Talan where the sky darkens 
when the Crested Auklets start 
massing offshore before returning 
each evening. Birds there include 
various species of guillemots, puffins, 
auklets and fulmars, but the richness 
of birdlife is not restricted to pelagic 
species. The Sea of Okhotsk has 
one of the highest concentrations 
of the majestic Steller’s Sea Eagle 
of anywhere in the Russian Far East. 
Waterfowl are common, as are 
many migratory species. Harder 
to see, but not uncommon on this 
expedition, are the magnificent 
Kamchatka Brown Bear and other 
mammals such as the Arctic  
Ground Squirrel.

This is a truly unique expedition in 
that it travels through a little known 
sea. It is a region with a history 
that up until recently has been 
suppressed and not spoken about, 
the magnitude of the tragedy of 
Stalin’s Gulag system is only now 
becoming apparent. It is also an 
area with very significant and 
important wildlife values, both 
terrestrial and marine. There are still 
discoveries to be made and so for 
the inquisitive, adventurous and 
open-minded traveller, this is a ‘must 
do’ expedition.

© G Breton

© J Ross
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our chances of seeing some 
of the seals including Bearded, 
Ringed, Largha and Ribbon Seals 
that breed here. Potentially this 
area is one of the best to get 
observations and photographs 
of the beautifully patterned 
Ribbon Seals. The seas around 
the Shanter Archipelago are also 
renowned for Bowhead Whales. 
If we can land there will be 
birding, botany and photography 
excursions led by our team of on 
board naturalists. We have set 
aside two days here to maximise 
our chances of getting ashore 
and also having the best wildlife 
experiences.

Day 7: Mal’minskie Islands
The sight that greets you when 
you approach these three small 
offshore islands is ‘birds’. There are 
birds everywhere, in the air, in the 
water and on the land. Numerous 
species breed here including 
large numbers of Spectacled 
Guillemots, perhaps the largest 
colony of these birds anywhere, 
as they are only found in the Sea 
of Okhotsk. Other birds include 
Ancient Murrelet, Rhinoceros 
Auklet, Parakeet Auklet, Horned 
and Tufted Puffin, Crested 
Auklet and both Common and 
Brunnich’s Guillemot. It is little 
wonder with the abundance 
of birds that there is a good 
population of Steller’s Sea Eagles 
on the island and adjacent 
mainland.

Day 8: Okhotsk Town
This town has featured in Russian 
Far East history since the earliest 
Cossack explorers came from 
the west. Prior to their arrival the 
indigenous people undoubtedly 
had seasonal camps here to 
harvest the salmon. Vitus Bering 
travelled overland from St 
Petersburg to Okhotsk in 1725, 
and again in 1733, and it was 
from this small town that both 
of these expeditions travelled 
to Kamchatka and beyond. 
Because of the hostility of the 
Koryak people in the north 
towards the Russian invaders, 
the Sea of Okhotsk was the main 
access route to Kamchatka.

Today Okhotsk is the region’s 
fishing centre. The port exports 
significant quantities of salmon 
and other fish. We visit the 
town, landing by Zodiac up 
the river near its centre. The 
local people are generous and 
welcoming, and will provide some 
entertainment in the town centre 
with a cultural display. This is a 
chance to experience genuine 
Russian Far East culture and 
embrace their hospitality.

the Gray Whales that live here, 
travelling by Zodiac inshore to the 
shallower waters where they are 
known to feed. 

Day 4: Iony Island
Iony Island lies almost in the 
middle of the Sea of Okhotsk, 
about 120 nautical miles from 
the closest land. It is a tiny island, 
really just a rock, but what it 
lacks in physical size it more than 
makes up for wildlife. It is nothing 
short of spectacular and very 
few people have seen it. Iony is a 
well known breeding ground for 
Steller Sea Lions. The island also 
teems with birdlife. Birds appear 
to take up all available space. 
There are guillemots, kittiwakes 
and various species of auklets, 
with Parakeet, Whiskered and 
Least being the most prominent. 
We will Zodiac cruise around the 
Island as Steller Sea Lions occupy 
all the flat ground and the few 
rocky beaches make any landing 
impossible.

Days 5 to 6: Shantar 
Archipelago
There are 15 islands in this little 
known archipelago. Lying as 
they do in the western sector of 
the Sea of Okhotsk close to the 
continent, they are amongst the 
last places here to become ice 
free each year. This late ice can 
sometimes restrict how far we 
can explore. On the other hand 
if there is ice around, it increases 

© A Russ

Shantar Archipelago National Park © L Gwynn
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are numerous places to land 
and the climate is very much 
affected by the Sea of Okhotsk. 
Very few visitors have ever 
landed on, or explored, the Koni 
Peninsula. Many of our landings 
are expeditionary and part of 
what makes our style of travel so 
interesting. 

Day 11: Yamskiye Islands
These islands are also included in 
the Magadansky Zapovednik and 
are claimed by some biologists to 
be the largest bird colony in the 
North Pacific. According to bird 
counts there are an estimated 
7 million birds nesting on Matykil 
Island, the largest in the group. 

Day 9: Talan Island
An internationally known bird 
island, Talan lies offshore some 
50 miles west of Magadan. It is 
famous largely because of the 
hundreds of thousands of Crested 
Auklets that nest here. There is 
also an extraordinary number 
of Black-legged Kittiwakes 
nesting along the cliffs, and not 
surprisingly a large population of 
Steller’s Sea Eagles. If weather 
conditions are suitable we will 
circumnavigate the island by 
Zodiac before landing. We plan 
to return in the evening after 
dinner to witness the huge flocks 
of Crested Auklets amassing 
offshore before returning to the 
island. If the conditions are right it 
is one of those sights, and nights, 
you will never forget.

Day 10: Koni Peninsula
This is a mountainous region 
to the south-east of the town 
of Magadan. Approximately 
one third of it is protected by 
its inclusion in the Magadanskiy 
Zapovednik (a Federal Nature 
Reserve). This reserve protects 
among other animals brown 
bear and Snow Sheep. There 

Birds include Common and 
Brunnich’s Guillemot, Crested, 
Parakeet and Least Auklets, 
Tufted and Horned Puffins and 
Northern Fulmars. The most 
abundant of these is the  
Least Auklet. 

The islands are also a well known 
breeding ground for the Steller 
Sea Lion and we will see large 
numbers both in the water and 
hauled on the few beaches on 
the island. We Zodiac around 
the coast as no landings are 
permitted, but you get a much 
better appreciation of the islands 
and the abundance of the 
wildlife by cruising the shoreline.

Day 12: Magadan
The name Magadan is synonymous 
with Stalin’s oppressive Gulags or 
prisons. It is estimated that between 
1932 and 1953 more than 3.5 million 
‘prisoners’ were shipped across 
the Sea of Okhotsk to Magadan or 
Nagaevo, as it was then known, to 
work in the Kolyma Goldfields. It is 
thought that only 500,000 survived 
the terrible conditions including 
the cold, lack of food, and 
inhuman treatment by the guards 
and officials. Nowadays there is 
very little evidence of this town’s 
tragic past. The most poignant 
reminder is the ‘Mask of Sorrow’, 
a large monument, dedicated to 
those who suffered here, on a hill 
overlooking the town.© K Ovsyanikova

© M Kelly
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DATES
Voyage #SOE220624
24 June – 5 July 2022

PRICES
Heritage Suite $10,870 pp*

Large lounge area, separate bedroom with 
double bed and a single bed in the lounge, writing 
desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom 
with shower, toilet and washbasin. Large forward 
and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suite $  9,920 pp*

Separate bedroom with a double bed and a 
single bed or sofa in the lounge, writing desk, 
wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom  
with shower, toilet and washbasin. Mini Suites  
have windows.

Superior Plus $  9,500 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 
washbasin. These cabins have windows.

Superior $  8,770 pp*

One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), 
writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These 
cabins have windows.

Main Deck $  8,250 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and 
toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck 
cabins. These cabins have a porthole.

Main Deck Triple $  7,090 pp*

One bunk (one upper and one lower berth) and 
one additional lower berth, writing desk, wardrobe 
and drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower 
and toilet facilities are shared with other Main 
Deck cabins. These cabins have a porthole.

* The price listed includes the additional 
local payment of $500 which is payable in 
US$ cash onboard the ship. (All prices are per 
person in US$)

PRICE INCLUDES
Local payment (payable on board), 
pre/post cruise transfers, all on board 
ship accommodation, meals and all 
expedition shore excursions.

PRICE EXCLUDES
All items of a personal nature, laundry, 
drinks, gratuities. International/
domestic flights, visas and travel 
insurance.

Today it is a town of about 100,000 
people. Fishing is important and 
gold mining is experiencing a 
revival with mechanical dredges 
and machinery successfully 
reworking the areas once worked 
by the prisoners with their hands. 
The port is kept open throughout 

the winter by icebreakers as it is 
the lifeline for those living here. The 
infamous Kolyma Highway, also 
known as the ‘Road of Bones’, 
connects Magadan with Yakutsk 
and the rest of Russia. 

We plan to arrive in the Port of 
Magadan, late morning. There will 
be a complimentary shuttle to a 
central hotel in the city. In case 
of unavoidable delays with either 
weather and/or formalities we  
kindly ask you not to make any 
onward flight reservations until the 
following day.

Note: During our voyage, 
circumstances may make it 
necessary or desirable to deviate 
from the proposed itinerary. 
This can include poor weather 
and/or opportunities for making 
unplanned excursions. Your 
Expedition Leader will keep you 
fully informed. 

© M Kelly

© K Ovsyanikova
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Heritage Suites: Large lounge area, separate bedroom with double bed and a single 

bed in the lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, 

toilet and washbasin. Large forward and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suites: Separate bedroom with a double bed and a single bed or sofa in the 

lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 

washbasin. Mini Suites have windows.

Superior Plus Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers.  

Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins have windows.  

*Cabin 411 has a double bed with upper bunk.

Superior Cabins: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), writing desk, wardrobe 

and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins  

have windows.

Main Deck Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 

washbasin. Nearby shower and toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 

These cabins have a porthole.

Main Deck Triple: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth) and one additional lower 

berth, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and 

toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. These cabins have a porthole.
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he allure of the mysterious Northeast Passage 
has captivated adventurers for centuries. 
Its Russian-controlled waters are steeped 

in history and mystery, while abundant wildlife is 
found along its remote shores. Only a handful of 
passenger vessels have ever completed a transit of 
this waterway, but recent changes in the summer 
sea ice conditions mean that it is now possible for 
a brief time each summer. In 2017, we fulfilled our 
long held ambition of completing a successful 
Northeast Passage double transit. We are excited to 
once again be running this geographical odyssey 
from Anadyr to Murmansk in 2021. Join us as we 
trace the route of legendary Polar explorer Adolf 
Erik Nordenskiold, navigate narrow fiords, search 
for unique wildlife, glimpse into the past and 
experience the warmth of Arctic hospitality in  
local villages. 

Having been sought for centuries by European 
explorers who hypothesised upon its presence and 
economic benefits, The Great Northern Expedition 
of 1733-43, sponsored by Peter the Great, made 
many significant discoveries, but also revealed the 
route was not an economic trading proposition. 
It wasn’t until 1878-1880 that Swedish explorer 
Adolf Erik Nordenskiold completed the first ever 
transit proving that the route was navigable, albeit 
with some difficulty. In 1914-15 Boris Vil’kitskiy, with 
icebreakers Taymyr and Vaygach, made the 
second transit of the Northern Sea Route as part 
of a major push by the Imperial Russian Navy to 
render it navigable for strategic purposes. The 
development of the Northern Sea Route became 
a central objective of the Soviet Union’s policy for 
its Arctic regions so in 1932 the Northern Sea Route 
Administration was established.

Wrangel Island Reserve © M Kelly

Wrangel Island Reserve © K Ovsyanikova

Wrangel Island Reserve © G Riehle
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ITINERARY
NOTE: You can join this 
expedition either in Anadyr or 
in Nome, Alaska. Those starting 
in Nome will fly by a Heritage 
Expeditions’ charter flight to 
Anadyr to join the ship and 
remaining expedition members 
who have travelled direct to 
Anadyr. 

Day 0: Nome
For those departing from Nome, 
Alaska, your adventure begins 
with a flight across the Bering 
Sea to the Anadyr, the capital of 
Chukotka and the starting point 
for our expedition.

During the flight you will cross 
the International Date Line, 
arriving into Anadyr on Day 1. It is 
advised that you arrive in Nome 
the day before or by midday 
today at the latest. 

Day 1: Anadyr
Join your ship this afternoon in 
Anadyr, the bustling political 
and commercial hub of 
Chukotka. Once aboard join 
your expedition leader for 
introductions to the ship, staff 
and crew. This evening there 
are excellent chances to spot 
Beluga Whales as we sail out of 
the Anadyr Estuary.

Day 2: Preobrazhnaya Bay
Crossing the Gulf of Anadyr 
there will be opportunities for 
wildlife watching as well as time 
to become familiar with the 
ship. This afternoon we plan to 
explore the magnificent coastal 
cliffs of Preobrazhnaya Bay by 
Zodiac, these cliffs are home 
to an exceptional diversity and 
abundance of seabirds including 
Brunnich’s Guillemot, Crested 
and Parakeet Auklets plus Tufted 
and Horned Puffins. 

Day 3: Whale Bone Alley and 
Gil’mimyl Hot Springs
We visit Whale Bone Alley on 
Yttygran Island, one of the 
most significant and intriguing 
archaeological sites in the Arctic. 
The name comes from the large 
number of Bowhead Whale jaw 
bones placed along the beach 
in the form of a pathway. The 
site is believed to date from the 
14th century and its origins and 
purpose and even the identity 
of those that built it are still 
debated. The waters nearby 
remain rich feeding grounds for 
whales and weather permitting, 
we will look to take the Zodiacs 
in search of Gray Whales and 
walrus.

This afternoon we plan a landing 
at the Gil’mimyl Hot Springs. 
Deep within the hills of eastern 

The vast shallow waters north 
of Russia, protected by the 
expansive sea ice that covers the 
region for most of the year, are a 
refuge for many Arctic species; 
Polar Bears roam throughout 
but there are especially large 
concentrations on the reserves 
of Wrangel Island and Franz 
Josef Land. During our voyage 
we travel through the ranges 
of the Pacific, Laptev and 
Atlantic Walrus and there is the 
opportunity to encounter these 
iconic tooth walkers in large 
haulouts. The triumvirate of Arctic 
gulls – Ivory, Sabine’s and the 
elusive Ross’s Gulls all breed 
on the shores of the Northeast 
Passage and there are good 
opportunities to see all three. 
While Bowhead, Beluga and 
Narwhal Whales all call these 
waters home and our naturalists 
will be keeping close watch.

Venture ashore on some of the 
least known and seldom visited 
shores on the planet, Severnaya 
Zemlya Archipelago was the 
last major group of islands on 
earth to be discovered, the New 
Siberian Islands offer a wealth 
of opportunities for discovery. 
Sailing the mythical waters of 
Chukchi, East Siberian, Laptev, 
Kara & Barents Sea this is truly a 
geographic odyssey. 

Our vessels were built for 
navigating passages like this, 
with Akademik Shokalskiy 
participating in a Soviet 
convoy in the late 1980s, and 
in 2017 transiting the passage 
twice unassisted with Heritage 
Expeditions. We invite you to 
join us on an historic journey to 
discover High Arctic landscapes 
that few people have witnessed, 
enjoy wildlife and wilderness 
experiences that until now have 
been the preserve of a few High 
Arctic explorers and researchers.

© A Chavanne
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the afternoon’s activities; works 
produced from this studio can 
be found in most of the major 
Russian museums.

Day 5: Kolyuchin Island
Today we plan to land on 
Kolyuchin Island; a 4.2km 
long home to thousands of 
seabirds just north of the Russian 
mainland. Although we will be 
visiting after the peak of the 
breeding season, there should still 
be large numbers of Tufted and 
Horned Puffins, Brunnich’s and 
Common Guillemots and Black-
legged Kittiwakes. There may 
also be an opportunity to Zodiac 
cruise around the base of the 
cliffs where there are excellent 
photographic opportunities. As 
we set sail for Wrangel Island join 
your expedition team on deck 
as there will be good marine 
mammal watching opportunities 
– Humpback and Bowhead
Whales have been seen in the
area previously.

Days 6 to 8: Wrangel Island
Wrangel Island is one of those 
islands that you have to visit to 
appreciate. It is a Federal Nature 
Reserve and World Heritage Site 
of international significance. Its 
significance lies in the fact that 
it is a major Polar Bear denning 
area and one of the few areas 
of the Arctic to not be glaciated 
during recent glacial episodes. 

In fact it is sometimes referred to 
as a Polar Bear maternity ward 
on account of the large numbers 
of cubs born here. In addition 
to the Polar Bears for which it is 
renowned there are numerous 
other Arctic species which we  
will be looking for including Musk 
Ox, Arctic Fox, Snow Geese and 
the Snowy Owls which breed 
here annually. 

Because Wrangel has not been 
recently glaciated the diversity 
of tundra flora is exceptional and 
during walks ashore we should 
see the last flowers of summer. 
With three days scheduled to 
explore, the expedition team 
in conjunction with the local 
rangers will customise our 
program at Wrangel to deliver 
the very best opportunities to 
see and appreciate this truly 
remarkable island and  
its inhabitants. 

Day 9: East Siberian Sea
Join your expedition team to 
learn more about the rich history 
and wildlife of the Northeast 
Passage as our expert lecturers 
share their knowledge while 
we transit the East Siberian 
Sea. This sea is defined by the 
Novosibirskie Islands in the west 
and Wrangel Island to the east, 
along its southern shores are 
three of Siberia’s major rivers, 
the Indigirka, Alazaya and the 

Chukotka, this is a beautiful 
location for exploring the tundra 
with its rich plant life and the 
chance to see Sandhill Cranes 
which usually breed in the area. 

Day 4: Cape Dezhnev and  
Uelen Village
Early this morning we will arrive 
at Cape Dezhnev, the eastern 
extremity of the Eurasian 
continent. Named after the 
Cossack explorer Semyon 
Dezhnev, the first European to 
sail through the Bering Strait, it 
is sometimes possible to see the 
coast of America just 50 nautical 
miles away. Ashore, visit the 
monument erected in honour 
of Dezhnev as well as explore 
the remains of the traditional 
Chukchi village of Naukan 
from which the inhabitants 
were resettled in the 1950s. The 
Bering Strait is a vitally important 
migratory pathway and we may 
see flocks of King, Common 
and Spectacled Eiders passing 
south. A few nautical miles to 
the west of Cape Dezhnev is 
the village of Uelen; the most 
north-eastern village in Russia. 
In the afternoon we will get to 
enjoy the hospitality of the local 
people who are predominantly 
Chukchi. The village is the largest 
centre for traditional Chukchi 
and Inuit art in the world. A 
cultural performance and visit 
to their famous bone-carving 
studio and museum will conclude 
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it was built disintegrates. On 
Pushkareva Island investigate the 
old lighthouse or enjoy the Arctic 
flowers that cover the expansive 
tundra during the brief summer. 

Day 12: East Siberian Sea
It was in this sea that the 
Jeanette, captained by George 
Washington De Long, became 
stuck fast and was crushed by 
ice in 1879. The men made their 
way from the sinking ship in open 
boats to the Kolmya River delta 
where many of them perished. 
Wreckage from the Jeanette 
found in Greenland in 1884 gave 
Nansen the idea for the now 
famous 1893-96 Fram Expedition 
drifting across the Arctic Ocean.

Days 13 to 14: Noviye Sebirskiye 
(New Siberian Islands)
These islands, which consist of 
three major groups – Southern, 
Central (Anzhu) and Northern (De 
Long), mark the border between 
the Laptev and East Siberian 
Seas. It is from this vicinity that 
the famed polar explorer and 
researcher Fridtjof Nansen froze 
the Fram into the sea ice in his 
attempt to reach the geographic 
North Pole by means of the 
natural ice drift of the Arctic 
Ocean. The New Siberian Islands 
are renowned for the preservation 
of the remains of mammoth, 
rhinoceros and other Pleistocene 
inhabitants of the far north; it is 

not uncommon to encounter 
their fossil remains while we 
explore the islands. We have 
allowed two days for exploring 
this remarkable yet seldom 
visited archipelago, conditions 
permitting we hope to have the 
opportunity to visit all three island 
groups, each with their own 
unique geology and landscapes. 

The highest island in the group 
is the small Ostrov Bennetta 
(Bennett Island) which is also 
one of the most northerly in the 
archipelago. On the southern 
shores of Great Lyakhovskiy Island 
there is an active meteorological 
station which is permanently 
manned by a small contingent. 

Days 15 to 16: Laptev Sea
This sea is bounded by the 
Taymyr Peninsula and the 
Severnaya Islands in the west 
and the Novosibirskie Islands in 
the east. It is named in honour 
of cousins who were both Arctic 
explorers. The Lena and the Yana 
are two of the larger rivers that 
drain into this sea. 

Along the western shore of 
the Laptev Sea we will take 
the opportunity to explore the 
Taymyr Peninsula. Laptev Sea 
Walrus are only found in this area 
and we will be on the lookout for 
haulouts where we can spend 
time photographing this unique 

Kolyma. The average depth is 
only 54 metres making it ideal 
habitat for walrus and  
Bowhead Whales. 

Day 10: Ayon Island
Guarding the eastern 
approaches to the Kolyma 
Gulf, Ayon Island is relatively 
low lying with fertile tundra. The 
Chukchi people that call this 
island home are reindeer herders 
and hunters, during the soviet 
era over 20,000 reindeer were 
farmed on the island, today it is a 
more manageable 4,000. Despite 
the harsh Arctic climate, we will 
enjoy the warm hospitality of the 
local people as we learn about 
life on this remote island. 

Day 11: Medvezhyi Islands
Today we will explore the little 
known and seldom visited 
Medvezhyi Islands (Bear Islands), 
an archipelago of five granitic 
islands. As the name suggests, 
the islands have a sizeable 
population of Polar Bears which 
den on these shores over winter. 
A landing on the island of 
Chetyrekhstolbovoy offers the 
opportunity to hike to the unusual 
rock ‘pillows’ which the island is 
named after, the largest of these 
resembling Moai from a distance. 
The abandoned weather station 
here is a fascinating example of 
the effects of permafrost melting 
as it slowly slumps into the sea 
while the very land upon which 
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was “discovered” by Vladimir 
Wiese who postulated on its 
presence after analysing the drift 
of the St Anna.

Days 22 to 24: Franz Josef Land 
This huge archipelago of 192 
islands located only 10 degrees 
from the North Pole offers 
numerous locations for us to 
explore. Closed to outsiders for 
decades Franz Josef Land is 
today one of the great Arctic 
wildlife refuges, its position close 
to the permanent ice of the 
Arctic Ocean yet accessible to 
the rich waters of the Atlantic 
gifts these waters an unusual 
diversity and abundance of 
marine life. The islands were 
named in 1870 after Emperor 
Franz Josef when they were 
discovered by the Payer-
Weyprecht expedition that was 
searching for the Northeast 
Passage. The islands have a 
fascinating and rich record of 
exploration, scientific research 
and habitation.

During our time here we have 
a busy schedule of landings 
planned including Cape Triest on 
Alger Island where the famous 
‘Devil’s Marbles’ (spherical 

and quite isolated population of 
walrus. We may also have the 
chance to spot the lesser known 
Taymyr form of Herring Gull.

We depart from the Laptev Sea 
through the Vilkitskiy Strait which 
separates the Severnaya Islands 
from the mainland of Russia and 
also marks the northern most 
point of the Eurasian continent. 
This is a significant milestone on 
our journey, traditionally the last 
area where the ice clears and 
the biological divide between 
the Pacific and Atlantic  
Ocean wildlife. 

Days 17 to 19: Severnaya 
Zemlya Archipelago
The Severnaya Zemlya Islands 
translated into English mean 
‘Northern Land’. They are on the 
border of the Kara and Laptev 
Seas and are an extension of the 
Taymyr Peninsula. These islands 
were not discovered until 1914-15 
when Russian explorer Vilkitski finally 
charted the island, this was the last 
significant archipelago in the world 
to be discovered. The three largest 
islands are heavily glaciated with 
deep fiords and majestic tidewater 
glaciers that are regularly calving 
icebergs, providing a magnificent 
environment for cruising. This is one 
of the last strongholds for Ivory Gulls 
and we look for an opportunity to 
visit a colony.

Days 20 to 21: Kara Sea 
Lying between Novaya Zemlaya, 
Franz Josef Land and the 
Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago 
with two of Russia’s greatest 
rivers, the Ob and the Yenisei 
flowing in along its southern 
shore the Kara Sea is generally 
considered to be the coldest sea 
in Russia. The large relatively flat 
Ostrov Vize is along our route to 
Franz Josef Land and we will look 
to make a landing, conditions 
permitting. Interestingly this island 

geodes) dot the landscape, 
Cape Flora on Northbrook Island 
where the remains of three 
historic expeditions are found 
in close proximity and Tikhaya 
Bay on Hooker Island where 
the numbers of guillemots and 
kittiwakes on the remarkable 
columnar cliffs of Rubini Rock are 
unforgettable. We also plan to 
include a visit to Cape Tegetthoff, 
the first part of Franz Josef Land 
to be discovered. There is a very 
healthy population of Polar Bears 
living amongst the archipelago 
and we will be keeping a close 
lookout for these both ashore 
and on any ice which remains. 
Sailing within the islands there 
are good chances to spot 
Beluga Whales and Bowhead 

Franz Josef Land © M Kelly
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Whale and if we are extremely 
fortunate we may find the 
extraordinary Narwhal with its 
unicorn-like single tusk. 

Days 25 to 26: Barents Sea
The Barents Sea was named 
in honour of Dutch seafarer 
and navigator, Willem Barents, 
who explored this region on 
expeditions in 1594 and 1596. 
During our two days at sea we 
will complete our lecture series 
and recap the experiences 
of our voyage. As we move 
southwards the opportunities 
for spotting the large numbers 
of Humpback Whales and 
Harp Seals that feed in these 
waters increase. Approaching 
the coast of Russia join your 
expedition staff on deck as our 
voyage through the fabled 
waters of the Northern Sea 
Route draws to a conclusion. 

15072021

DATES: WESTBOUND
Voyage #SOE220808
Nome to Murmansk
7 August – 3 September 2022

Voyage #SOE220808
Anadyr to Murmansk
8 August – 3 September 2022

PRICES
Heritage Suite $30,400 pp*

Large lounge area, separate bedroom with double 
bed, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. Large 
forward and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suite $28,400 pp*

Separate bedroom with a double bed and a lounge 
area, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. Mini 
Suites have windows.

Superior Plus $27,400 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 
washbasin. These cabins have windows.

Superior $24,400 pp*

One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), writing 
desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with 
shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins have 
windows.

Main Deck $22,400 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and toilet 
facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 
These cabins have a porthole.

* The price listed includes the additional local 
payment of $500 which is payable in US$ cash on 
board the ship. (All prices are per person in US$).

ADDITIONAL OPTION
Private charter flight 
Nome to Anadyr $1,400 pp

PRICE INCLUDES
Local payment (payable on board), 
pre/post cruise transfers, all on board 
ship accommodation with meals and 
all expedition shore excursions.

PRICE EXCLUDES
All items of a personal nature, laundry, 
drinks, gratuities. International/
domestic or charter flights, visas and 
travel insurance.

Day 27: Murmansk
Murmansk is home to the Russia’s 
icebreaker fleet and featured 
as a strategically important port 
throughout the history of Russia. 
We will disembark the ship in 
Murmansk where complimentary 
transfers to the airport or central 
hotels will be available.  

Important Notes: 
This expedition is subject to 
approval from various Russian 
Federal and Regional Authorities 
and may have to change 
depending on these approvals. 
Permits have been lodged for all 
the sites mentioned in the itinerary, 
depending on approvals these 
may have to be amended or 
substituted. We will endeavour to 
keep participants fully informed 
of any changes in the itinerary as 
and when they occur.

Wrangel Island Reserve © A Russ
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Heritage Suites: Large lounge area, separate bedroom with double bed and a single 

bed in the lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, 

toilet and washbasin. Large forward and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suites: Separate bedroom with a double bed and a single bed or sofa in the 

lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 

washbasin. Mini Suites have windows.

Superior Plus Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers.  

Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins have windows.  

*Cabin 411 has a double bed with upper bunk.

Superior Cabins: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), writing desk, wardrobe 

and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins  

have windows.

Main Deck Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 

washbasin. Nearby shower and toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 

These cabins have a porthole.

Main Deck Triple: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth) and one additional lower 

berth, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and 

toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. These cabins have a porthole.
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he allure of the mysterious Northeast Passage 
has captivated adventurers for centuries. 
Its Russian-controlled waters are steeped 

in history and mystery, while abundant wildlife is 
found along its remote shores. Only a handful of 
passenger vessels have ever completed a transit of 
this waterway, but recent changes in the summer 
sea ice conditions mean that it is now possible for 
a brief time each summer. In 2017, we fulfilled our 
long held ambition of completing a successful 
Northeast Passage double transit. We are excited to 
once again be running this geographical odyssey 
from Anadyr to Murmansk in 2020. Join us as we 
trace the route of legendary Polar explorer Adolf 
Erik Nordenskiold, navigate narrow fiords, search 
for unique wildlife, glimpse into the past and 
experience the warmth of Arctic hospitality in  
local villages.

T Having been sought for centuries by European 
explorers who hypothesised upon its presence and 
economic benefits, The Great Northern Expedition 
of 1733-43, sponsored by Peter the Great, made 
many significant discoveries, but also revealed the 
route was not an economic trading proposition. It 
wasn’t until 1878-1880 that Swedish explorer Adolf 
Erik Nordenskiold completed the first ever transit 
proving that the route was navigable, albeit with 
some difficulty. In 1914-15 Boris Vil’kitskiy, with the 
icebreakers Taymyr and Vaygach, made the 
second transit of the Northern Sea Route as part 
of a major push by the Imperial Russian Navy to 
render it navigable for strategic purposes. The 
development of the Northern Sea Route became 
a central objective of the Soviet Union’s policy for 
its Arctic regions so in 1932 the Northern Sea Route 
Administration was established.

Wrangel Island Reserve © S Blanc
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ITINERARY
Day 1: Murmansk
Murmansk is home to the Russia’s 
icebreaker fleet and featured 
as a strategically important port 
throughout the history of Russia. 
Join your ship this afternoon 
and prepare for an evening 
departure from port. After we sail 
there will be introductions to ship 
and crew plus compulsory safety 
briefings.

Days 2 to 3: Barents Sea
The Barents Sea was named 
in honour of Dutch seafarer 
and navigator, Willem Barents, 
who explored this region on 
expeditions in 1594 and 1596. 
During our two days at sea we 
will start our lecture series and 
as we move northwards there 
should be opportunities for 
spotting Humpback Whales  
and Harp Seals that feed in  
these waters. 

Days 4 to 6: Franz Josef Land
This huge archipelago of 192 
islands located only 10 degrees 
from the North Pole offers 
numerous locations for us to 
explore. Closed to outsiders for 
decades Franz Josef Land is 
today one of the great Arctic 
wildlife refuges, its position close 
to the permanent ice of the 
Arctic Ocean yet accessible to 

the rich waters of the Atlantic 
gifts these waters an unusual 
diversity and abundance of 
marine life. The islands were 
named in 1870 after Emperor 
Franz Josef when they were 
discovered by the Payer-
Weyprecht expedition that was 
searching for the Northeast 
Passage. The islands have a 
fascinating and rich record of 
exploration, scientific research 
and habitation.

During our time here we have 
a busy schedule of landings 
planned including Cape Triest on 
Alger Island where the famous 
‘Devil’s Marbles’ (spherical 
geodes) dot the landscape, 
Cape Flora on Northbrook Island 
where the remains of three 
historic expeditions are found 
in close proximity and Tikhaya 
Bay on Hooker Island where 
the numbers of guillemots and 
kittiwakes on the remarkable 
columnar cliffs of Rubini Rock 
are unforgettable. We also 
plan to include a visit to Cape 
Tegetthoff, the first part of Franz 
Josef Land to be discovered. 
There is a very healthy population 
of Polar Bears living amongst 
the archipelago and we will be 
keeping a close lookout for these 
both ashore and on any ice 
which remains. Sailing within the 
islands there are good chances 

The vast shallow waters north 
of Russia, protected by the 
expansive sea ice that covers 
the region for most of the 
year, are a refuge for many 
Arctic species; Polar Bears 
roam throughout but there are 
especially large concentrations 
on the reserves of Wrangel Island 
and Franz Josef Land. During 
our voyage we travel through 
the ranges of the Pacific, Laptev 
and Atlantic Walrus and there 
is the opportunity to encounter 
these iconic tooth walkers in 
large haulouts. The triumvirate of 
Arctic gulls – Ivory, Sabine’s and 
the elusive Ross’s Gulls all breed 
on the shores of the Northeast 
Passage and there are good 
opportunities to see all three. 
While Bowhead, Beluga and 
Narwhal Whales all call these 
waters home and our naturalists 
will be keeping close watch.

Venture ashore on some of the 
least known and seldom visited 
shores on the planet, Severnaya 
Zemlya Archipelago was the 
last major group of islands on 
earth to be discovered, the New 
Siberian Islands offer a wealth 
of opportunities for discovery. 
Sailing the mythical waters of 
Chukchi, East Siberian, Laptev, 
Kara & Barents Sea this is truly a 
geographic odyssey. 

Our vessels were built for 
navigating passages like this, 
with Akademik Shokalskiy 
participating in a Soviet 
convoy in the late 1980s, and 
in 2017 transiting the passage 
twice unassisted with Heritage 
Expeditions. We invite you to 
join us on an historic journey to 
discover High Arctic landscapes 
that few people have witnessed, 
enjoy wildlife and wilderness 
experiences that until now have 
been the preserve of a few High 
Arctic explorers and researchers.

Franz Josef Land © M Kelly
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glaciated with deep fiords and 
majestic tidewater glaciers that 
are regularly calving icebergs, 
providing a magnificent 
environment for cruising. This is 
one of the last strongholds for 
Ivory Gulls and we look for an 
opportunity to visit a colony.

Days 12 to 13: Laptev Sea
We enter the Laptev Sea 
through the Vilkitskiy Strait which 
separates the Severnaya Islands 
from the mainland of Russia and 
also marks the northern most 
point of the Eurasian continent. 
This is a significant milestone on 
our journey; traditionally the last 
area where the ice clears and 
the biological divide between 
the Pacific and Atlantic  
Ocean wildlife.

This sea is bounded by the 
Taymyr Peninsula and the 
Severnaya Islands in the west 

and the Novosibirskie Islands in 
the east. It is named in honour 
of cousins who were both Arctic 
explorers. The Lena and the Yana 
are two of the larger rivers that 
drain into this sea. 

Along the western shore of 
the Laptev Sea we will take 
the opportunity to explore the 
Taymyr Peninsula. Laptev Sea 
Walrus are only found in this area 
and we will be on the lookout for 
haulouts where we can spend 
time photographing this unique 
and quite isolated population of 
walrus. We may also have the 
chance to spot the lesser known 
Taymyr form of Herring Gull.

Days 14 to 15: Noviye 
Sebirskiye (New Siberian 
Islands)
These islands, which consist of 
three major groups – Southern, 
Central (Anzhu) and Northern 
(De Long), mark the border 
between the Laptev and East 
Siberian Seas. It is from this 
vicinity that the famed polar 
explorer and researcher Fridtjof 
Nansen froze the Fram into the 
sea ice in his attempt to reach 
the geographic North Pole by 
means of the natural ice drift 
of the Arctic Ocean. The New 
Siberian Islands are renowned for 
the preservation of the remains 
of mammoth, rhinoceros and 
other Pleistocene inhabitants of 

to spot Beluga Whales and 
Bowhead Whale and if we are 
extremely fortunate we may find 
the extraordinary Narwhal with its 
unicorn-like single tusk.

Days 7 to 8: Kara Sea
Lying between Novaya Zemlaya, 
Franz Josef Land and the 
Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago 
with two of Russia’s greatest 
rivers, the Ob and the Yenisei 
flowing in along its southern 
shore the Kara Sea is generally 
considered to be the coldest 
sea in Russia. The large relatively 
flat Ostrov Vize is along our 
route from Franz Josef Land 
and we will look to make a 
landing, conditions permitting. 
Interestingly this island was 
“discovered” by Vladimir Wiese 
who postulated on its presence 
after analysing the drift of the  
St Anna. 

Days 9 to 11: Severnaya 
Zemlya Archipelago
The Severnaya Zemlya Islands 
translated into English mean 
‘Northern Land’. They are on the 
border of the Kara and Laptev 
Seas and are an extension of the 
Taymyr Peninsula. These islands 
were not discovered until 1914-15 
when Russian explorer Vilkitski 
finally charted the island, this was 
the last significant archipelago in 
the world to be discovered. The 
three largest islands are heavily 

Franz Josef Land © A Breniere
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Medvezhyi Islands (Bear Islands), 
an archipelago of five granitic 
islands. As the name suggests, 
the islands have a sizeable 
population of Polar Bears 
which den on these shores over 
winter. A landing on the island 
of Chetyrekhstolbovoy offers 
the opportunity to hike to the 
unusual rock ‘pillows’ which 
the island is named after, the 
largest of these resembling 
Moai from a distance. The 
abandoned weather station 
here is a fascinating example of 
the effects of permafrost melting 
as it slowly slumps into the sea 
while the very land upon which 
it was built disintegrates. On 
Pushkareva Island investigate the 
old lighthouse or enjoy the Arctic 
flowers that cover the expansive 
tundra during the brief summer.

Day 18: Ayon Island
Guarding the eastern 
approaches to the Kolyma Gulf, 
Ayon Island is relatively low lying 
with fertile tundra. The Chukchi 
people that call this island home 
are reindeer herders and hunters, 
during the soviet era over 
20,000 reindeer were farmed 
on the island, today it is a more 
manageable 4,000. Despite 
the harsh Arctic climate, we will 
enjoy the warm hospitality of the 
local people as we learn about 
life on this remote island. 

the far north; it is not uncommon 
to encounter their fossil remains 
while we explore the islands. 
We have allowed two days for 
exploring this remarkable yet 
seldom visited archipelago, 
conditions permitting we hope 
to have the opportunity to visit 
all three island groups, each with 
their own unique geology and 
landscapes. 

The highest island in the group 
is the small Ostrov Bennetta 
(Bennett Island) which is also 
one of the most northerly in the 
archipelago. On the southern 
shores of Great Lyakhovskiy 
Island there is an active 
meteorological station which is 
permanently manned by a  
small contingent. 

Day 16: East Siberian Sea 
It was in this sea that the 
Jeanette, captained by George 
Washington De Long, became 
stuck fast and was crushed by 
ice in 1879. The men made their 
way from the sinking ship in open 
boats to the Kolmya River delta 
where many of them perished. 
Wreckage from the Jeanette 
found in Greenland in 1884 gave 
Nansen the idea for the now 
famous 1893-96 Fram Expedition 
drifting across the Arctic Ocean.

Day 17: Medvezhyi Islands
Today we will explore the little 
known and seldom visited 

Day 19: East Siberian Sea
Join your expedition team 
to learn more about the rich 
history and wildlife of the 
Northeast Passage as our 
expert lecturers share their 
knowledge while we transit 
the East Siberian Sea. This sea 
is defined by the Novosibirskie 
Islands in the west and Wrangel 
Island to the east, along its 
southern shores are three 
of Siberia’s major rivers, the 
Indigirka, Alazaya and the 
Kolyma. The average depth 
is only 54 metres making it 
ideal habitat for walrus and 
Bowhead Whales.

Days 20 to 22: Wrangel Island
Wrangel Island is one of those 
islands that you have to visit 
to appreciate. It is a Federal 
Nature Reserve and World 
Heritage Site of international 
significance. Its significance 
lies in the fact that it is a major 
Polar Bear denning area and 
one of the few areas of the 
Arctic to not be glaciated 
during recent glacial episodes. 
In fact it is sometimes referred 
to as a Polar Bear maternity 
ward on account of the large 
numbers of cubs born here. In 
addition to the Polar Bears for 
which it is renowned there are 
numerous other Arctic species 
which we will be looking for 

© A Breniere
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including Musk Ox, Arctic Fox, 
Snow Geese and the Snowy Owls 
which breed here annually. 

Because Wrangel has not been 
recently glaciated the diversity 
of tundra flora is exceptional and 
during walks ashore we should 
see the last flowers of summer. 
With three days scheduled to 
explore, the expedition team in 
conjunction with the local rangers 
will customise our program at 
Wrangel to deliver the very 
best opportunities to see and 
appreciate this truly remarkable 
island and its inhabitants.

Day 23: Kolyuchin Island
Today we plan to land on 
Kolyuchin Island; a 4.2km long 
home to thousands of seabirds 
just north of the Russian mainland. 
Although we will be visiting 
after the peak of the breeding 
season, there should still be 
large numbers of Tufted and 
Horned Puffins, Brunnich’s and 
Common Guillemots and Black-
legged Kittiwakes. There may 
also be an opportunity to Zodiac 
cruise around the base of the 
cliffs where there are excellent 
photographic opportunities. As 
we set sail for Wrangel Island join 
your expedition team on deck 
as there will be good marine 
mammal watching opportunities – 
Humpback and Bowhead Whales 
have been seen in the area 
previously.

Day 24: Uelen Village and 
Cape Dezhnev 
This morning we visit Uelen; the 
most north-eastern village in 
Russia. We will get to enjoy the 
hospitality of the local people 
who are predominantly Chukchi. 
The village is the largest centre 
for traditional Chukchi and 
Inuit art in the world. A cultural 
performance and visit to their 
famous bone-carving studio 
and museum will conclude the 
afternoon’s activities; works 
produced from this studio can 
be found in most of the major 
Russian museums.

During the afternoon we will 
arrive at Cape Dezhnev, the 
eastern extremity of the Eurasian 
continent. Named after the 
Cossack explorer Semyon 
Dezhnev, the first European to 
sail through the Bering Strait, it 
is sometimes possible to see the 
coast of America just 50 nautical 
miles away. Ashore, visit the 
monument erected in honour 
of Dezhnev as well as explore 
the remains of the traditional 
Chukchi village of Naukan 
from which the inhabitants 
were resettled in the 1950s. The 
Bering Strait is a vitally important 
migratory pathway, we may 
see flocks of King, Common and 
Spectacled Eiders passing south.

Day 25: Whale Bone Alley and 
Gil’mimyl Hot Springs
We visit Whale Bone Alley on 
Yttygran Island, one of the 
most significant and intriguing 
archaeological sites in the Arctic. 
The name comes from the large 
number of Bowhead Whale jaw 
bones placed along the beach 
in the form of a pathway. The 
site is believed to date from the 
14th century and its origins and 
purpose and even the identity 
of those that built it are still 
debated. The waters nearby 
remain rich feeding grounds for 
whales and weather permitting, 
we will look to take the Zodiacs 
in search of Gray Whales and 
walrus.

This afternoon we plan a landing 
at the Gil’mimyl Hot Springs. 
Deep within the hills of eastern 
Chukotka, this is a beautiful 
location for exploring the tundra 
with its rich plant life and the 
chance to see Sandhill Cranes 
which usually breed in the area.

Day 26: Preobrazhnaya Bay
Crossing the Gulf of Anadyr there 
will be opportunities for wildlife 
watching. This afternoon we 
plan to explore the magnificent 
coastal cliffs of Preobrazhnaya 
Bay by Zodiac, these cliffs are 
home to an exceptional diversity 
and abundance of seabirds 

© K Ovsyanikova

Beringia National Park © M Kelly
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DATES: EASTBOUND
Voyage #SOE220904
Murmansk to Nome
4 – 29 September 2022

Voyage #SOE220904
Murmansk to Anadyr
4 – 30 September 2022

PRICES
Heritage Suite $30,400 pp*

Large lounge area, separate bedroom with double 
bed, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 
bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. Large 
forward and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suite $28,400 pp*

Separate bedroom with a double bed and a  
lounge area, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. 
Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. 
Mini Suites have windows.

Superior Plus $27,400 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 
washbasin. These cabins have windows.

Superior $24,400 pp*

One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), writing 
desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with 
shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins have 
windows.

Main Deck $22,400 pp*

Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and 
drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and toilet 
facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 
These cabins have a porthole.

* The price listed includes the additional local 
payment of $500 which is payable in US$ cash 
onboard the ship. (All prices are per person in US$).

ADDITIONAL OPTION
Private charter flight 
Anadyr to Nome $1,400 pp

PRICE INCLUDES
Local payment (payable on board), 
pre/post cruise transfers, all on board 
ship accommodation with meals and 
all expedition shore excursions.

PRICE EXCLUDES
All items of a personal nature, laundry, 
drinks, gratuities. International/
domestic or charter flights, visas and 
travel insurance.

including Brunnich’s Guillemot, 
Crested and Parakeet Auklets 
plus Tufted and Horned Puffins.

Day 27: Anadyr
After a final breakfast on board it 
will be time to disembark. There 
will be a complimentary transfer 
to the airport or to a central 
downtown hotel.

Those returning to Nome will join 
a charter flight that will depart 
Anadyr around midday and, 
because of the International 
Date Line will arrive back in 
Nome on the evening of the 
previous day. However, we 
strongly advise that you do not 
book any onward travel from 
Nome until the following day to 
allow for possible delays in the 
charter flight. Those returning 
to Moscow can either be 

transferred to the airport or hotel 
in Anadyr, depending on their 
flight times.

Important Notes: 
This expedition is subject to 
approval from various Russian 
Federal and Regional Authorities 
and may have to change 
depending on these approvals. 
Permits have been lodged 
for all the sites mentioned in 
the itinerary, depending on 
approvals these may have to be 
amended or substituted. We will 
endeavour to keep participants 
fully informed of any changes in 
the itinerary as and when they 
occur.

Wrangel Island Reserve © Heritage Expeditions

Wrangel Island Reserve © K Ovsyanikova



© P Tyree

Heritage Suites: Large lounge area, separate bedroom with double bed and a single 

bed in the lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, 

toilet and washbasin. Large forward and side facing windows allow great views.

Mini Suites: Separate bedroom with a double bed and a single bed or sofa in the 

lounge, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and 

washbasin. Mini Suites have windows.

Superior Plus Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers.  

Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins have windows.  

*Cabin 411 has a double bed with upper bunk.

Superior Cabins: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth), writing desk, wardrobe 

and drawers. Private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. These cabins  

have windows.

Main Deck Cabins: Two lower berths, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private 

washbasin. Nearby shower and toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. 

These cabins have a porthole.

Main Deck Triple: One bunk (one upper and one lower berth) and one additional lower 

berth, writing desk, wardrobe and drawers. Private washbasin. Nearby shower and 

toilet facilities are shared with other Main Deck cabins. These cabins have a porthole.
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Detailed Information
Fully detailed dossiers for every voyage listed in this brochure are available 
on request from our office. These dossiers also act as the final definitive 
statement of inclusions and other details and are therefore an essential 
part of the booking contract. After booking we will provide you with Pre-
departure Information and Expedition Notes 

Age Requirements
Our expeditions are designed for adults, but may be suitable for mature 
teenagers. Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. Please note that we do not provide an on board 
children’s programme and children will be the responsibility of their parent 
or guardian whilst on board.

Flight Information
We do not package international flights to connect with our voyages but 
in some cases we will charter flights to aid travel to destinations that are 
not always serviced with regular scheduled air services. 

Passport & Visa Requirements
You are required to travel with a current passport (with at least six months’ 
validity) and visa for all of our expeditions. Other regulations may apply 
and you should check with the nearest embassy or consulate of the 
countries that you plan to visit, (please note that Macquarie Island is part 
of Australia and a valid visa may be required to visit).

Medical Matters
As of November 1, 2021 everyone boarding Heritage Expeditions vessels 
will be required to be vaccinated against COVID-19 with a WHO-
approved vaccine and will be required to provide proof of vaccination 
prior to boarding. These are expeditions for persons in generally good 
health. We will be travelling to remote areas without sophisticated 
medical facilities. The ship has a medical officer and a small infirmary on 
board but medical attention is limited to basic care. The fee for medical 
services rendered or medicines supplied will be added to your account. 
You will be forwarded a link to a confidential medical questionnaire 4 
months prior to departure which we ask that you and, in some cases, 
your doctor complete and return promptly to enable us to assess if there 
may be difficulties in you joining the expedition. If there is any substantial 

change in your medical circumstances between the completion of that 
document and the expedition departure it is important that you advise us.

Equipment & Clothing Requirements
Our Pre-departure Information details any essential clothing and 
equipment that is required.

Travel Insurance
You must have it! You may be barred from embarkation if you have no 
proof of adequate insurance including full medical evacuation cover. If 
you are arranging your own insurance, you should check that any pre-
existing medical conditions are covered as well as all included activities 
such as snorkelling, landings, Zodiac excursions and charter flights. We 
recommend purchasing insurance at time of booking in the event of 
cancellation. Please see points 7, 8 and 9 of the Booking Terms and 
Conditions for more information.

Adventurous Travel
However good our organisation is, we are at the mercy of the unexpected 
and this type of expedition can never be entirely predicted. If you are not 
prepared for this you should not travel with us. Because these are not ordinary 
package holidays, the outline itineraries given in this brochure are statements 
of intent rather than promises. Local weather, politics, airlines, transport or 
a host of other uncontrollable factors can mean a change in itinerary. It is 
unlikely that the itinerary would be substantially altered, but if changes are 
necessary the Expedition Leader will decide the best alternative. Where a 
delay or change does occur, we will do everything we can to minimise its 
effects, but we cannot be held responsible for the result of delays or changes 
outside our control.

Cabin Arrangements
Double beds are available in suite accommodation only (and cabin 
411). Single guests are matched with a sharer of the same gender in a 
twin-share cabin. Payment of a single supplement guarantees the sole 
use of a cabin (1.8 times the p/p rate for cabins, 2 times for suites).

Ship Communications
WiFi and telephone access is available for purchase on board.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Booking Conditions
To make a booking you must send us a completed booking form and a 
deposit of 25% for your selected voyage. We will then invoice you for the 
balance, which must be paid no later than 90 days (with the exception of 
voyages to the Antarctic, the Northern Sea Route and Wrangel Island where it 
is 120 days) before departure. If you book less than 90 days before departure, 
full payment is due immediately.

Once you have decided which voyage is for you, please check availability 
by calling our office or visiting your travel agent. We can normally hold space 
(option) for you for 7 days while you send in the booking form. We strongly 
recommend that you read the brochure description, dossiers, general pages 
and booking conditions carefully.

Most travellers to Russia require a valid visa as well as regional permits to visit 
the Russian Far East.

The Heritage Expeditions office can arrange a visa invitation as well as the 
necessary permits required, but we must work to local government deadlines, 
so we strongly recommend booking as early as possible.

Completing The Booking Form
• Ensure your name is spelt exactly as it appears in your passport.
• Please specify any special dietary requirements as soon as possible.
• Please attach a copy of the passport you will be travelling on and inform us 

immediately if this changes for any reason. Check that your passport is valid
for the required time beyond your period of stay, if not you may need to 
obtain a new passport.

• Would you like a single cabin? If so please request this on the booking form.
• Are you insured? We require you to be insured and have suitable cover for

the expedition.
• Where did you hear about us? Let us know how you found out about us.

IMPORTANT Please ensure you sign the booking form. This indicates you have 
read the booking conditions and agree to abide by them and also, having 
read the information provided, you understand what is involved in the voyage. 
If there are minors (under the age of 18) in your party, you should sign the 
booking form for them, this indicates you are taking responsibility for them.

BOOKING YOUR EXPEDITION
Then
• Send the fully completed booking form with a deposit of 25%.
• You may pay your deposit over the telephone by Visa or Mastercard 

and this will secure your place (direct bookings only). We also accept
telegraphic transfers; please contact us for our bank account details.

• A signed booking form must be received in our office within 14 days of
bookings made by phone.

• Forward a colour copy/scan of the photo page of your valid passport you
will be travelling on.

• Please note a 2.5% fee will be added for any payments made by credit
card following your initial deposit.

• It has come to our attention recently that some telegraphic transfers 
have had bank fees deducted from intermediary banks. Please note that 
all bank fees are to the customer’s charge. All outstanding balances, 
including minor values due to bank fee shortfall will need to be paid in full 
prior to departure. To avoid your payment coming through short, please 
instruct your bank to pay all bank fees and to instruct the intermediary 
(correspondent) bank that all charges are to be returned to the originating
bank.

What Happens Next?
Your booking will normally be confirmed within a week, although in busy 
periods it may take a little longer.

Final Payment
The balance of your payment is due 90 days (120 days for Antarctic, the 
Northern Sea Route and Wrangel Island voyages) before departure. The exact 
date will be shown on your invoice. Although we accept credit cards (Visa or 
Mastercard) these will be subject to a 2.5% fee (direct bookings only), we do 
prefer the final balance to be paid by telegraphic transfer. 

Lastly
Between 14 to 30 days before departure we will send out your final joining 
instructions. Please check these details carefully. If you have not received your 
final joining instructions at least 1 week before departure, please contact us. 
If you have any concerns about these details or any last questions about your 
holiday please do not hesitate to contact us immediately.



Thank you for choosing to book your expedition cruise with Heritage 
Expeditions (2018) Ltd. Please take the time to read and understand the 
conditions of booking set out below prior to booking an expedition with us.  
We strongly recommend that you also read the Expedition Brochure relating 
to your trip prior to booking to ensure that you understand the itinerary, style 
and physical demands of the expedition you are undertaking.
1. Travel Contract
1.1 These Terms and Conditions, together with our privacy policy (https://

www.heritage-expeditons.com/privacy/), the Expedition Brochure 
[any special conditions that apply to your particular Expedition and 
any other written information that we have brought to your attention 
before we confirmed your booking, form the basis of your contract 
with  us. Any payment of the fare implies acceptance of all Terms and 
Conditions.

2. Definitions
2.1 ‘Carrier’ means and includes Heritage Expeditions, the Vessel, the

Vessel owners, operators, managers, charterers agents, sub-contractors 
and employees.

2.2 ‘Departure Date’ means the date on which the Guest is scheduled to 
join the Expedition and can include a hotel accommodation night prior 
to embarkation.

2.3 ‘Excursion’ means any excursion, trip or activity ashore that is not 
included as part of the standard price of the Expedition and is offered 
for sale by Heritage Expeditions separately to the Expedition price. 

2.4 ‘Expedition’ means the passage agreed to be undertaken by 
the Carrier in the Contract and includes any other transport/
accommodation arrangements made by Heritage Expeditions, as 
outlined in the expedition dossier, but does not include any excursions 
not provided by Heritage Expeditions.

2.5 ‘Third Party Supplier(s)’ means any person (including employees, 
agents, contractors, sub-contractors and insurers) who provides a 
service which forms part of the Expedition.

2.6 ‘Travel Contract’ means your contract with Heritage Expeditions by 
which we agree to provide the Expedition and includes these Terms 
and Conditions, our privacy policy, the Expedition Brochure and any 
special conditions that apply to your Expedition.

2.7 “Unexpected Event” means any act, circumstance or event beyond 
the control of the Carrier caused or arising from but not limited to acts 
of God, public enemies, government restraint, riots, strikes, lockouts, 
labour troubles, epidemic, pandemic or other health emergency, 
civil disturbances, perils of the sea, harbours, rivers or other navigable 
waters, fuel shortages or abrupt and unexpected increases in fuel 
costs, collisions, stranding, fire, lightning, storm, rough and adverse sea 
conditions, tidal waves, cyclones, theft, barratry or any other crime 
by any person, faults or errors of navigation or management of the 
Vessel or any other vessel, explosions, breakage of shafts or any defect 
or unseaworthiness in hull, machinery or appurtenances, equipment, 
furnishings or supplies of the Vessel or launches or vehicles or any defect 
of the carrier’s premises, fault or neglect of pilots, tugs, crew, agents 
or independent contractors, port closures, delays in allocation and 
permits to berth the Vessel at ports on arrival and seizure of the Vessel 
under legal process.

2.8 ‘Vessel’ means the ship used by Heritage Expeditions to conduct the 
Expedition and includes a substituted vessel, and all launches and 
watercraft belonging to the vessel or owner or operated in connection 
with the vessel.

2.9 ‘We’ or ‘Us’ means Heritage Expeditions (2018) Limited (‘Heritage 
Expeditions’) or where appropriate its employees, agents, independent 
contractors and sub-contractors and all relevant insurers.

2.10 ‘You’ or ‘the Guest(s)’ means any and all members of the travelling 
party, as indicated on the Booking Form and/or the confirmation 
invoice, as issued by Heritage Expeditions.

3. Booking Form
3.1 All Guests must complete a Booking Form. It is the responsibility of the

Guest to complete the Booking Form and confidential Medical Form 
accurately.

3.2 By completing the Booking Form, you accept, and agree to follow and 
be bound by these Terms and Conditions.

4. Payment
4.1 You must pay to Heritage Expeditions a non-refundable deposit equal

to 25% of the total Expedition price for your booking to be confirmed.  
The balance (being 75% of the total Expedition price) is due 90 days* 
before the scheduled departure. (*with the exception of expeditions to 
the Antarctic, the Northern Sea Route and Wrangel Island where due 
date is 120 days before scheduled departure).

4.2 After the deposit has been received, confirmation of your booking 
will be sent.  Upon full payment of the Expedition price, the travel 
documents will be dispatched to you.

4.3 If you fail to fulfil your payment obligations, Heritage Expeditions will 
send you a written reminder and you will have the opportunity to 
make immediate payment.  If payment is still not made, you are liable 
to pay interest on the amount due of 1% for each month or part of a 
month that this remains unpaid.  Furthermore, you will be liable to pay 
compensation for legal collection costs equal to an additional 15% of 
the sum claimed, with a minimum amount of USD$50.00.  If you fail to 
comply with your payment obligations, Heritage Expeditions reserves 
the right to cancel the Travel Contract on the day of default.  Heritage 
Expeditions is entitled to charge the cancellation costs incurred (in line 
with clause 8 or as agreed otherwise in the travel confirmation).

4.4 If due to the delay in making payment, Heritage Expeditions cannot 
send the travel documents to you before the start of the Expedition, 
any additional dispatch costs will be charged to you.  Heritage 
Expeditions will not be held responsible for any travel documents not 
arriving on time.

5. Changes to Components of Travel/Price Changes
5.1 Changes to components of the Expedition, which occur before the

commencement of the Expedition and are agreed in the travel 
confirmation, are permitted only if they do not substantially alter the 
nature of the Expedition.  This includes, but is not limited to, changes 
made by the airline, changes in flight departure times, changes 

referring to hotel overnight stays before or after the main Expedition, 
and changes in the travel programme or excursion offer.  Heritage 
Expeditions is obliged to inform you in writing of such changes.  You 
may not use changes of this nature as grounds for cancellation of the 
Travel Contract.

5.2 The agreed fare is based on the prices, exchange rates, duties and 
taxes as known to Heritage Expeditions at the time the publication 
went to press and at the time of the travel confirmation.  Heritage 
Expeditions reserves the right to increase the agreed fare on the 
grounds of unforeseeable increases in the cost of the Expedition (e.g. 
increases in exchange rates, accommodation, airfares, duties, taxes, 
harbour dues and fuel prices).  If Heritage Expeditions considers a fare 
increase is necessary, Heritage Expeditions will inform you, in writing, 
at least 20 days before the Departure Date.  Price increases are not 
permitted within 20 days the Departure Date.  If the fare increase totals 
more than 10% of the initial agreed fare, you may cancel your booking 
and we will refund any payments you have made to us.

6. Timings and Delays and Unexpected Events
6.1 You acknowledge that timings are estimates only and cannot be 

guaranteed, even if shown on tickets.  They may be changed due to 
regulatory authority requirements, weather conditions, maintenance or 
technical reasons and the ability of passengers to check in and board 
on time.

6.2 Heritage Expeditions will not be responsible for the performance of the 
Travel Contract if prevented or delayed by an Unexpected Event.  In 
circumstances of an Unexpected Event, Heritage Expeditions may, in its 
absolute discretion:
(a) Cancel the whole or part of the Expedition;
(b) Vary the itinerary;
(c) Take any other action that Heritage Expeditions may deem 
reasonably necessary.

7. Cancellation of the Expedition by Heritage Expeditions
7.1 If the minimum number of participants required for an Expedition 

has not been reached, Heritage Expeditions is entitled to cancel 
the Expedition up to 30 days before the Departure Date.  Heritage 
Expeditions will transfer your booking and payment to an alternative 
expedition.  If you do not wish to transfer your booking, then you will 
need to notify us in writing in which case any monies received by 
Heritage Expeditions, minus unrecoverable costs, will be refunded.

7.2 Heritage Expeditions has the right to cancel the Expedition in the case 
of Unexpected Events.
(a) If an Unexpected Event occurs before the Departure Date, Heritage
Expeditions will transfer amounts paid to an alternative Departure Date 
or Heritage Expeditions will issue a travel credit to be used within 12 
months of the original Departure Date.
(b) If an Unexpected Event occurs during the Expedition, Heritage 
Expeditions will use its best endeavours to offer an alternative 
programme.  If an alternative programme cannot be offered then we
may offer you a choice of either (a) credit for the days that remain 
on your Expedition; or (b) a refund for the days that remain on the 
Expedition minus unrecoverable costs.

7.3 If your Expedition is transferred to an alternative Departure Date 
pursuant to clause 6.2(a), the Guest Cancellation provisions in clause 
8.1 do not apply to that transferred Expedition.

7.4 If Heritage Expeditions cancels the Expedition pursuant to the provisions 
of clause 7.1 and 7.2, Heritage Expeditions will not be liable for losses 
or damages suffered by you due to the cancellation, nor for costs 
incurred in preparation for the Expedition nor for reservations of travel 
components (such as, but not limited to: flights, hotels, connecting 
programmes, travel insurances) which, in combination with the 
Expedition booked with Heritage Expeditions, may have been booked 
elsewhere.

8. Guest Cancellation
8.1 You may cancel the Travel Contract at any time before the Departure 

Date by notifying us in writing.  Cancellation takes effect the day we 
receive your letter or email. Since we incur costs in relation to your 
arrangements from the time we confirm your booking, the following will 
apply:
(a) Cancellation notices received more than 180 days prior to the
Departure Date will be entitled to a full refund less a USD$750 per 
person administration fee.
(b)If the cancellation notice is received within 179 and 91 days* of the
Departure Date, the full deposit will be forfeited.
(c) If the cancellation notice is received within 90 days prior to the
Departure Date, the total fare is forfeited.
(d) If cancellation occurs within 90 days* and full payment has not yet 
been received, the total fare will still apply, and any unpaid monies are
due immediately. (*with the exception of voyages to the Antarctic, the 
Northern Sea Route and Wrangel Island where loss of deposit is within 
179 and 121 days and full loss within 120 days).

8.2 If, after booking, you wish to make changes to your Expedition (e.g. 
the departure  date, destination or type of accommodation), this is 
considered a cancellation and the cancellation costs stated in clause 
8.1 apply.

8.3 It is recommended that you check your insurance policy for 
cancellation terms.

9. Travel Documents and Insurance
9.1 Due to the adventurous style of travel offered by Heritage Expeditions 

and the remoteness of some of the areas in which we travel, it is a 
condition of travel with Heritage Expeditions that all guests are covered 
by comprehensive travel insurance prior to departure, and that they 
maintain such insurance for the duration of the Expedition.

9.2 Guests travelling with Heritage Expeditions are required to be 
covered by a reputable travel insurance policy that includes 
baggage loss, cancellation and curtailment of holiday, medical, 
accident and repatriation/emergency evacuation coverage worth 
at least USD$150,000 on all Arctic and Subantarctic Expeditions and 
USD$250,000 on all Antarctic Expeditions and otherwise on terms 
that is sufficient to indemnify you.  We travel to remote regions of the 
world, and we recommend that the insurance policy’s repatriation/
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emergency evacuation benefit be higher than minimum and cover 
you for remote or Polar Evacuation should it be required.  In the case 
of a medical issue arising during the Expedition, either on board or 
on shore, which results in costs for medical treatment, repatriation, 
evacuation, use of aircraft, etc, the responsibility for payment of 
these costs and expenses belongs solely to the Guest.  Please ensure 
that such eventualities are covered by your travel insurance policy.  
In any case, if you are not covered by a travel insurance policy, 
the responsibility remains with the Guest and Heritage Expeditions 
specifically declines any responsibility whatsoever, including in 
circumstances where Heritage Expeditions or a related body corporate 
of Heritage Expeditions arranges a travel insurance policy on your 
behalf.

9.3 Your insurance details must be supplied to us prior to final payment and 
if you fail to provide the requested insurance information at the time 
requested, we reserve the right to cancel your booking.

9.4 In that event that you do not produce confirmation of travel insurance 
to Heritage Expeditions pursuant to clause 9.3 and your booking is 
subsequently cancelled, you will not be entitled to any refund and 
you will remain liable to pay any amounts that are due and payable in 
accordance with these Terms and Conditions.

9.5 Guests must have a valid passport and appropriate visa/travel permits 
for the countries to be visited on the Expedition.  The passport must 
be valid for at least six months after the conclusion of the Expedition.  
Heritage Expeditions is not responsible for any travel restrictions 
and is not liable for any costs arising from the lack of relevant travel 
documents.

9.6 Heritage Expeditions requires all Guests to produce valid evidence that 
they have been fully vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus with a 
WHO approved vaccine, and that their vaccination status is current as 
at the time of the Expedition.  Heritage Expeditions reserves the right to 
refuse to embark a Guest who does not produce such evidence.

10. Travel Agent Bookings
10.1 Heritage Expeditions acknowledges that you may use a travel agent to 

book your arrangements with Heritage Expeditions and we shall not be 
liable for any representations made by the travel agent. 

10.2 You understand and acknowledge that it is your responsibility to 
read, understand, and accept our Terms and Conditions at the time 
of providing your Booking Form and deposit.  Any reservation made 
with Heritage Expeditions either directly, or through a travel agent, 
constitutes a binding agreement signifying your acceptance of, 
and your agreement to, follow and be bound by these Terms and 
Conditions.  It is the responsibility of the Guest to complete the Booking 
Form and confidential Medical Form accurately.  

10.3 Any flights or pre/post land arrangements not booked through Heritage 
Expeditions, or any of its authorised agents, do not form a part of this 
agreement and are subject to their own terms and conditions to which 
Heritage Expeditions is not party.  Your travel agent will have their own 
booking conditions (in addition to ours) which do not form a part of 
your Travel Contract with Heritage Expeditions.

11. Acceptance of Risk
11.1 You acknowledge that the nature of the Expedition may be 

adventurous and participation involves a degree of personal risk.  You 
may be visiting places where the political, cultural and geographical 
attributes present dangers and physical challenges.

11.2 You acknowledge that you are choosing to travel at a time where you 
may be exposed to the COVID-19 virus. We will take all reasonable 
steps to ensure your safety and may require you to follow additional 
safety protocols on your Expedition.

11.3 We use information from government foreign departments and 
reports from our own contacts in assessing whether the itinerary should 
operate.  However, it is also your own responsibility to acquaint yourself 
with all relevant travel information, including applicable health risks 
and the nature of your itinerary.  You acknowledge that your decision 
to travel is made in light of consideration of this information and you 
accept that you are aware of the personal risks attendant upon such 
travel.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we accept no liability in 
relation to these additional risks.

11.4 At any port or place we may refuse to embark or may disembark any 
guests who, in the opinion of the Vessel’s authorised personnel, might 
be excluded from landing at further destinations by local authorities 
or who may be suffering from any contagious or infectious disease, or 
whose presence may be detrimental to the  wellbeing of other guests 
or crew.

11.5 In cases of quarantine of the Vessel, or individual guests (guests 
may be required to remain in their cabin or as instructed by 
authorised personnel on board if they or any other occupant of the 
accommodation presents any symptoms or may be considered to put 
other guests at risk) we will not be liable for expenses thus caused and 
in such cases as above there will be no entitlement to any refund or 
compensation and we will have no liability for costs incurred as a result.

12. Fitness to Travel
12.1 In order to ensure that the Carrier is able to carry guests safely and 

in accordance with applicable safety requirements established by 
international, or national law or in order to meet safety requirements 
established by competent authorities including the Vessel’s flag state, 
you warrant that you are fit to travel by sea and that your conduct or 
condition will not impair the safety of the Vessel or inconvenience the 
other guests.

12.2 We reserve the right to require any guest to produce medical evidence 
of fitness to travel in order to assess whether that guest can be carried 
safely in accordance with applicable international or national law. 
If we consider it necessary, we are entitled to administer a health 
questionnaire prior to boarding.

13. Luggage
13.1 The Athens Convention limits the Carriers’ liability for death or personal 

injury or loss or damage to luggage and makes special provision for 
valuables.  It is presumed that luggage has been delivered to you 
undamaged unless written notice is given by us and/or the performing 
Carrier.

 (a) In the case of apparent damage, before or at the time of 
disembarkation or redelivery; or

 (b) In the case of damage which is not apparent or of loss, within 15 
days from the date of disembarkation or redelivery or from the time 
when such redelivery should have taken place.

13.2 Damages for cabin luggage payable by the Carrier are limited up 
to the Athens Convention limit.  Limits shall be reduced in proportion 
to any contributory negligence by the  Guest and by the maximum 
deductible specified in Article 8(4) of the Athens Convention.

13.3 In so far as we may be liable to a Guest in respect of claims arising 
out of carriage by sea, we shall be entitled to all the rights, defences, 
immunities and limitations available, respectively, to the actual carrier 
and under the relevant Conventions and nothing in these Terms and 
Conditions shall be deemed as a surrender thereof.  To the extent that 
any provision in these Terms and Conditions is made null and void by 
the Athens Convention or any legislation compulsorily applicable or is 
otherwise unenforceable, it shall be void to that extent but not further.

14. Liability
14.1 To the maximum extent permitted by law we exclude all liability 

whatsoever to you or any other person (whether in contract, tort 
or otherwise) for any loss (whether direct, indirect, consequential) 
including death or personal injury or damage of any kind that may 
be suffered as a result of any act or omission whether negligent or 
otherwise by or on behalf of us in connection with the Expedition or any 
other matter or thing relating to these Terms and Conditions except to 
the extent that such loss or damage is incurred as a direct result of our 
fraud or wilful misconduct.

14.2 No undertaking, guarantee or warranty is given or shall be implied as to 
the seaworthiness, fitness or condition of the Vessel.

14.3 Limitation of Liability: Where the law implies a warranty into these Terms 
and Conditions which may not lawfully be excluded, our liability for 
breach of such a warranty will be limited to either supplying the services 
again or payment of the cost of having the services supplied again.

14.4 Indemnity: You indemnify the Carrier (and all of our subsidiaries, officers, 
employees, contractors and agents) against all losses, claims actions, 
proceedings, damages, costs and expenses (including legal fees) 
arising from any claim by a third party arising directly or indirectly out of 
or in connection with:

 (a) your participation in any Expedition organised with or in connection 
with Heritage Expeditions; and

 (b) any breach by you of:
   (i) these Terms and Conditions; or
   (ii) any additional terms applicable to providing any services that are 

part of the Expedition, except to the extent that such loss or damage is 
incurred as a direct result of our fraud or wilful misconduct.

15. Substitute Vessel
15.1 We reserve the right to substitute another vessel for the scheduled 

Vessel whether owned or operated by Heritage Expeditions or not.  
Any part of the travel arrangements and the Expedition is subject to 
cancellation, delay, modification, or island/mainland visit cancellation 
for any reason, including medical disembarkation of crew or guests 
or any other circumstances beyond our or our suppliers’ control.  You 
therefore acknowledge and agree that the scheduled itinerary for 
the voyage and the announced departure and arrival times are not 
guaranteed and we shall not be liable to guests for any damages or 
other claims in the event of any delay, changes in itinerary or inability 
to perform services by reason of any event or events beyond our or our 
suppliers’ control.

16. Third Party Suppliers
16.1 Although we take all reasonable steps to select reputable Third Party 

Suppliers, we cannot be responsible for their acts or omissions.  Any 
services provided by Third Party Suppliers may be subject to the terms 
and conditions imposed by these Third Party Suppliers and you may be 
required to sign additional terms and conditions with them.  These may 
limit or exclude the liability of the Third Party Supplier.  You acknowledge 
that Third Party Suppliers operate in compliance with the applicable 
laws of the countries in which they operate and we do not warrant that 
any Third Party Supplier is in compliance with the laws of your country of 
residence or any other jurisdiction.

16.2 We are not responsible for the acts and omissions, whether negligent or 
otherwise, of these Third Party Suppliers.  Any disputes between you and 
any third party, are to be resolved solely between you and that party.

17. Complaints
17.1 If there is a problem during your Expedition, you must report it on board 

immediately or to the relevant airline, ground handler, hotelier or other 
supplier, so that prompt efforts can be made to resolve the problem.  In 
the unlikely event that a problem cannot be resolved at the time and 
you wish to complain, you must send us full written details within 28 days 
of your return.

17.2 Failure to take either or both of these steps may prejudice our ability to 
resolve your problem and/or investigate it fully and this may affect your 
rights under this Travel Contract.

18. General
18.1 No Variation: No variation of the terms of these Terms and Conditions 

shall be effective unless it is confirmed in writing by Heritage Expeditions.
18.2 No Waiver: The grant of any indulgence, extension of time or relaxation 

of any provision by Heritage Expeditions under this Agreement shall not 
constitute a waiver of any right by us or prevent or adversely affect the 
exercise by us of any existing or future right.

18.3 Brochure: where a brochure contains particulars of our Terms and 
Conditions or policies about reservations, bookings, cancellations, 
refunds of fares and itineraries for the voyage, then it forms part of 
these Terms and Conditions and if there is any inconsistency, these 
Terms and Conditions shall prevail.

18.4 Law and Jurisdiction: These Terms and Conditions are governed by 
New Zealand law and the Guest agrees that any claims or disputes 
between the Guest and Heritage Expeditions in connection with these 
Terms and Conditions shall be commenced, filed and litigated before a 
court of proper jurisdiction in New Zealand.
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