Antarktis Expeditions-Seereisen
SV BARK EUROPA

POLARADVENTURES Schiffs- und Flug-Expeditionen in Arktis und Antarktis
Reiseagentur * Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40 * D-21335 Lüneburg * Deutschland
Tel +49-4131- 223474 Fax +49-4131-54255 infos@polaradventures.de www.polaradventures.de

Saison 2022-23
Reederei Direkt-Angebote
ab-bis Hafen für individuelle
Planungen
alle Abfahrten der Saison inkl.
englischsprachiger Termine

POLARADVENTURES Schiffs- und Flug-Expeditionen in Arktis und Antarktis
Reiseagentur * Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40 * D-21335 Lüneburg * Deutschland
Tel +49-4131- 223474 Fax +49-4131-54255 infos@polaradventures.de www.polaradventures.de

ANTARCTICA SEASON 2022/2023

Ant 1: Scotia Arc Voyage, a 40 day expedition from Puerto Madryn to South Georgia
and
Antarctica
in
November
2022
The first Antarctica expedition in season 2022/2023 will start in Puerto Madryn, Argentina.
From there we will sail the Southern Ocean, infamous for its roughness, hence the names
'roaring forties', 'furious fifties' and 'screaming sixties'. This expedition can therefore be
named as one of our more intense sailing trips and there will be plenty of opportunities to
learn
more
about
sailing Bark
EUROPA!
Our first destination will be South Georgia. Impressive landscapes, derelict whaling stations
of past times, king penguin rookeries as far as the eye can see: traveling to South Georgia is
a surreal experience. We will continue to the Antarctic peninsula, a white and remarkable
world, where you might need some time to take it all in: the white peaks and mountains, whale
bones, penguin highways, crevasses and glaciers. One thing is certain, you will return
with memories that will last a lifetime.

Three 22-day trips
During our Antarctica season 2022/2023, we have planned three 22-day expeditions, starting
and ending in Ushuaia, Argentina. On her way to Antarctica, EUROPA will first have to cross
the 'Drake Passage'. This notorious 450 nm stretch of sea is one of the most notorious seas in
the world. Crossing the Drake should not be taken lightly. Together with your watch mates
you will help our lady EUROPA ride these untamed seas, steering the ship on her course
south, standing on lookout and helping the crew with setting and striking the sails.
Ant 2 - 30 December 2022 - 20 January 2023
In the Antarctic waters, EUROPA will anchor in sheltered bays practically every day, slowly
making our way more south. The crew will take groups ashore in zodiacs to see the pristine
lands and its inhabitants. The wildlife is overwhelming: seals, penguins, sea-gulls, cormorants
and petrels use the Antarctic summer to raise their young. It is such a beautiful sight and we
feel lucky we have the chance to gaze and admire it from a safe distance.
Ant 3 - 22 January 2023 - 12 February 2023
During all Antarctica expeditions there will be guides on board Bark EUROPA who will offer
lectures during the trip, prepare you for the landings and guide you on the walks ashore. They
know this area well and are happy to tell about the flora and fauna that we encounter along
the way on the Drake Passage and on the White Continent. We expect to see the most loyal

visitors of the Southern ocean: enormous Humpback whales, Minke whales and even Orca's
or Killer whales who might have a look at who ventures in their waters.
Ant 4 - 14 February 2023 - 07 March 2023
Each voyage to Antarctica is different and each time we are in awe of the beautiful sights that
we get to see. We hope our guests will be inspired by the beauty of nature, the vastness of
the seas and the unique landscapes of Antarctica. We encounter unique weather conditions,
sea ice conditions and wildlife viewing opportunities. For example, later in the season the
chances to see whales will rise and the cheeky little penguins will be curiously exploring the
site around their nests. It is a true Antarctic experience, where spontaneity, discovery and
exploration are key and sometimes plan A might be changed to plan B or C. Our team of
experienced guides and crew will always strive to create a remarkable trip for everyone, an
expedition that you will never forget.

Ant 5: Cape to Cape voyage, a 52-day trip from Ushuaia to Antarctica, South Georgia
and
Cape
Town
in
March
2023
Combining the ultimate sailing adventure in the Southern Seas with a visit to a few of the
remotest places on earth: the Cape to Cape expedition gives you more than thirty days at
sea and beautiful visits to the Antarctic Peninsula, the Weddell Sea, South Georgia and if the
weather
allows:
Tristan
da
Cunha.
Our destinations will be alternated by periods at sea. During these many sailing days you will
experience all the aspects of the seaman's life. Nature decides the daily work on board and
it forces you to adjust to it. You will learn how to sail a square rigger in heavy weather but
there is also plenty of time to enjoy the many lectures about sail handlings, flora, fauna,
history and photography. After all those weeks in solitary at sea, Cape Town will appear on
the horizon, marking the end of yet another epic voyage.

We are very happy to announce the dates and voyages fees of the newest Antarc ca season 2022/2023!
We will open the Antarc ca season of 2022/2023 for bookings on the 11th of April at 12:00 PM (noon) CEST. Below
you will nd the booking instruc ons. More informa on on the autumn voyages in 2022 will follow soon.
Antarc ca 1 - the Sco a Arc expedi on
This year we will start the Antarc ca season in Puerto Madryn, Argen na. From there we will sail to South Georgia and
visit Antarc ca.
Dates: 19-11-2022 - 28-12-2022, 40 days
Embarka on: Puerto Madryn, Argen na
Disembarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na
Fare:€ 11.995 p.p. in a 4/5p cabin; € 13.775 p.p. in a 2p cabin
The landingfees for South Georgia are not yet included in this fare.
Antarc ca 2 - Antarc ca expedi on December/January
Dates: 30-12-2022 - 20-01-2023 , 22 days
Embarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na.
Disembarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na
Fare: € 10.230 p.p. in a 4/5p cabin; € 11.440 p.p. in a 2p cabin
Antarc ca 3 - Antarc ca expedi on January/February
Dates: 22-01-2023 - 12-02-2023, 22 days
Embarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na.
Disembarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na
Fare: € 10.230 p.p. in a 4/5p cabin; € 11.440 p.p. in a 2p cabin
Antarc ca 4 - Antarc ca expedi on February/March
Dates: 14-02-2023 - 07-03-2023, 22 days
Embarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na.
Disembarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na
Fare: € 10.230 p.p. in a 4/5p cabin; € 11.440 p.p. in a 2p cabin
Antarc ca 5 - the Cape to Cape expedi on
A 52-day trip from Ushuaia to Antarc ca, South Georgia, and Cape Town in March 2023. We will hopefully have the
chance to visit Tristan da Cunha again.
Dates: 09-03-2023 - 29-04-2023, 52 days
Embarka on: Ushuaia, Argen na.
Disembarka on: Cape Town, South Africa
Fare: € 13.040 p.p. in a 4/5p cabin; € 14.995 p.p. in a 2p cabin
The landing fees for South Georgia and Tristan da Cunha are not yet included in this fare.
How to book
To ensure a smooth booking process we have set some guidelines to help you book an Antarc c expedi on on board
Bark EUROPA.
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The actual booking of an Antarc c voyage is only possible from Monday 11th of April 2022, 12:00 hours
(noon) CEST. Bookings received before this date will not be processed to give everyone a fair chance.
We ask you to ll in the booking form (pdf) and send this by email at the me of opening.
All bookings and op onal reserva ons should be made individually. Only booking forms that include full
personal details and health statements will be processed.
Complete booking forms and health statements have priority over op onal reserva ons. We will rst process
the complete bookings and then con nue with the op onal bookings.

ti

•

•

Two persons cabins are only reserved for bookings of two persons and can't be booked by single bookers
unless they pay for a full cabin (2 persons).

As our bookings are processed by hand we kindly ask for your pa ence as it may take longer than usual to receive a
con rma on or invoice. We aim to let all sailors know by email within one week if we have been able to block a berth
for them.
No wai ng list
We will not have a wai ng list per Antarc c voyage. Instead, we have a separate mailing list to keep you up to date on
the availability. All sailors that show interest will be added to this mailing list.
Preferred voyages
Some voyages might be in higher demand than others and in some cases this may lead to a bit of a puzzle to nd
everyone a place on their most desired voyage. It could therefore help to both men on your preferred voyage and
other voyages as alterna ves in the remarks sec on on the booking form.
Health statement, preferences, and extra notes
•
Bark Europa only has 3 two-person cabins. Two persons cabins are of the same standard as the shared cabins
and o er no extra luxuries or room. The extra privacy is its main advantage. When two-person cabins are sold
out and two sailors book a shared cabin instead they can make a note of their preference for a private cabin,
so we can contact them in case of cancella ons.
•
Meal op ons onboard are: non-vegetarian or vegetarian. Due to the limited size of our galley and storage
room, all other meal requirements and allergies need to be checked with our cook rst before we can con rm
a booking. A vegan diet cannot be catered for onboard Europa.
•
Being t and healthy is extremely important when undertaking a voyage on a sailing and moving vessel in
remote areas where no extra medical care is available. Safety is our number one priority. In addi on to the
health statement in the booking form, we ask our sailors aged 65 or over to submit a statement from their
physician. Our Antarc ca voyages are not available for sailors of 73 years or older.
•
Your answers on the health statement are used to inform the captain and/or the ships doctor when available
on your voyage, so we expect you to keep them accurate and inform us of any changes before your voyage.
•
You cannot sail on Europa if you are pregnant. Bookings of sailors that are diabe c, use heart medica on or
blood thinners, or have had treatment in the last years that has in uenced their immune system will require
that we seek advice from our team of ships doctors about the suitability of the di erent voyages.
COVID-19
As men oned in the earlier update there are a few changes in our Covid policy for the new season:
Coming July, our addi onal Terms & Condi ons regarding Covid-19 related ma ers will expire, meaning we will no
longer o er a full refund for Covid-19 related cancella ons. We advise all guests to arrange cancella on insurance that
includes Covid in their policy, next to their mandatory travel & health insurance.
We ask everyone to be fully vaccinated, including all boosters necessary at that me. Depending on the type/
des na on of the voyage we may ask the trainees to go into self quaran ne for 3-5 days in the port/city of
embarka on depending on the circumstances at that moment.
On our longer sailing voyages to South Georgia and (if weather allows) Tristan da Cunha, please don't forget that
sailing is a huge part of the experience. The Southern Ocean is infamous for its roughness and the amount of sailing
days on Sco a Arc (+23 sailing days) and Cape to Cape (+30 sailing days) expedi ons should not be overlooked. It is a
fantas c experience, where you learn more about all the aspects of the seaman's life ánd get the chance to visit
remote loca ons and experience its beau ful wildlife.
We are looking forward to start this new season with you!
Please let us know if you have any ques ons.
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With kind regards / Met vriendelijke groet,
Team Bark EUROPA
Leentje, Nina, Liza, Lucky, Kobus and Pilou

39 –DAY EXPEDITION TO SOUTH GEORGIA, ANTARCTICA & USHUAIA, FROM MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY

SAIL

WITH US
JOIN THE ADVENTURE

•

“My greatest travel adven-

ture yet was sailing to
Antarctica as part of the
voyage crew on Bark
Europa. I don’t imagine
any traveling adventure will
ever be greater

”

THE BARK EUROPA
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THE BARK EUROPA

“I met a huge variety of people from many
different countries, all united in their love of
the ocean and of the beautiful ship we were
so lucky to be on. I also developed a deep
appreciation for my surroundings amazing
sunsets that brought a tear to the eye, magnificent landscapes, beautiful starry skies and
an ocean that you could stare at for hours
without getting bored.”
- Katie -

History
The EUROPA was built in 1911 under the name
of ‘Senator Brockes’ at the Stulcken shipyard in
Hamburg, at the request of the city of Hamburg. The
ship was put into service as Elbe 3 light ship on the
river Elbe and later worked as a stand-by vessel. In
1986 the ship was brought to the Netherlands and
was completely rebuilt and rigged as a three-masted
barque. Since that time Bark EUROPA has been crossing oceans and seas on a regular basis and has a
reputation of a ship that really sails.

Ocean wanderer
Bark EUROPA follows the favourable winds of traditional sailing routes. This has brought her to all the
continents sailing both the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian
Ocean, thus earning her nick name ‘ocean wanderer’.

From December to March, in the Southern summer,
the EUROPA sails to the Antarctic Peninsula. In the
Northern summer EUROPA participates in the Tall
Ships races, the largest international ocean races for
sail-training ships in the world. Races occur annually
in various parts of the world with millions of spectators. In many of the ports we visit during the year it
is possible to embark the ship and sail with us, either

for a short voyage or a full ocean crossing.

No sailing experience needed

their webs. Everyone on board will be assigned to the
watch system to navigate and steer the ship and to
hoist and lower the sails.

One hour on board the Bark EUROPA and it will
instantly be clear: “teamwork” has to be the key to this
beautiful traditional sailing vessel. No winches, but
an infinity of lines; at first glance maybe a complete
jungle. The hundreds of blocks look like spiders in

Sailing experience is not required. The permanent
crew is happy to explain everything about navigation,
sail handling, square rig sailing and more. This will be
done in a “Dutch” easy going style, without yelling,

Technical details
Deck plan. All cabins
have an en-suite toilet
and shower

Built: 		
Home port:
Length overall:
Beam: 		
Draft: 		
Air draft:		
Max sail area:
Engines:		
Call sign: 		
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1911
Scheveningen,
The Netherlands
56 m
7.45 m
3.9 m
33 m
1250 m2
2 x 365 hp
PDZS

blowing whistles and so on. Also, you will find no
uniforms on the Bark EUROPA. The novice sailor will
be introduced to these matters every day and, after a
few weeks, all those lines, blocks, stays, booms with
their impossible names and functions become an
open book.

Life on board

set sails, assist with manoeuvres, climb the rigging,
be on look out, furl the sails on the yards and much
more. The permanent crew will give lectures and
instruct you during the voyage in steering, navigation
and line handling. During the visits of Antarctica
and South Georgia the watchsystem is down to a
voluntary anchorwatch at night, so you are able to get
the most from your visits ashore.

Bark Europa is a sailtraining ship and you are part of
the voyage crew. As voyage crew you are taking part
in a watch system. Everyone is asked to take the helm,

Although a part of the permanent crew is Dutch,
usually you will find various nationalities among

4

them. Our crew and guests are international and from
all ages.
The common language on board is English.
As one team you will sail to new horizons and
experience all aspects of a sailor’s life on board: The
wind, the sea, new friends and adventure. Creating
new friendships with people from all over the world
and having the time of your life, that is what sailing on
board EUROPA is all about.

5

Europa and the bull

The Phoenicians had a proverb:
““days
spent at sea are not deducted
from your allotted life span.
”

DESTINATIONS
Some people become interested in Antarctica and
the Scotia Sea after reading about the voyages of
Ernest Shackleton and other expeditions. Others are
more fascinated by the rich wildlife or the beauty
of the unspoilt natural environment. Antarctica is
one of the oldest continents on our planet, but man
has always been unable to live here because of its
extremely cold climate. It is the last great wilderness
on Earth. Over the years, thousands of tourists have
visited this continent. When winter grips this great,
white desert, tourist activity is no longer possible.

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay
Montevideo, port and capital of Uruguay. The ideal
city for city walks along interesting historical buildings and squares. The old Ciudadela – old city gate
– forms the entrance to the oldest area of the city:
Ciudad Vieja. Here you can visit several churches,
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museums and theatres. There is enough to explore:
cafes with tango music and dancers fill the streets
and terraces. Montevideo has one of the best sandy
beaches to enjoy.
From Montevideo we will set sail to one of the most
spectacular destinations of all: South Georgia. It will
take about 10 days of sailing. The perfect time to get
introduced to the watch system on board and to all
sails and lines on board the EUROPA.
South Georgia belongs to the sub-Antarctic islands
that surround Antarctica. There is an extremely rich
animal life. Because only a small area of Antarctica
is not covered by ice, many animals choose the safe
beaches and cliffs of a Sub Antarctic island such as
South Georgia. We will spend about a week here and
have a daily routine of moving the ship from one

fjord to the other and make landings virtually every
day enjoying the wildlife and hikes. We’ll find the
remains of a former whaling station at Grytviken and
see the grave of Shackleton, one of the most heroic
pole travellers. It is an old tradition to drink a glass of
whisky near his grave.
Many of us have read the incredible story of Sir
Ernest Shackleton. From now on we will follow his
steps from South Georgia. About 90 years ago in
the Weddel Sea area, an epic journey of survival and
endurance started. Ernest Shackleton’s ship, the
Endurance, was crushed by the pack ice and sank in
the Weddell Sea. After a tough journey on the pack
ice and sailing to Elephant Island using their small
sloops, Shackleton and his men managed to land on
this rocky island. But no help was to be found there,
so he decided to sail all the way to South Georgia
with a handful of his crew on board the sloop James
Caird.
After 17 days, they landed on the western coast of the
island. From there, they had to undertake a strenuous
and dangerous alpine crossing to the other side of
South Georgia, where the whaling station Stromness
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was located. There the crew finally were back in civilisation and safety. Shackleton still had to rescue the
rest of his crew from Elephant Island. That enterprise
took several attempts before he finally succeeded.
Between South Georgia and our next destination,
Antarctica, we have to cover about 1000 NM. We
have scheduled ten days to get there. Different
circumstances; the sea, the weather and life on a Tall
Ship make you get to know the people on board very
well. On the Southern Ocean the winds blow continuously and these seas have the reputation of being
stormy; seamen speak about the Roaring Forties and
the Furious Fifties.
When possible we will make a stop at the South
Orkney Islands. Once in Antarctica, we operate completely in the style of the old expeditions and it will be
easy to let your thoughts go back to these epic times.
Especially during these days it is important to let your
adventurous side speak. As the natural elements have
a large influence on this part of our voyage we will
need to stay flexible. Depending on the weather and
ice conditions the expedition leader and captain will
find the best islands to anchor, land or the best places
to sail with the dinghies between the icebergs.

“ Without a doubt. It was the most rewarding,

challenging, beautiful travel adventure of my life.
Once you experience Antarctica on Bark Europa,
you will forever dream of being at sea.

”

SOUTH GEORGIA

Flora and fauna
South Georgia belongs to the sub-Antarctic islands
that surround Antarctica. It is 120 kilometres long
and 32 kilometres wide. It is rocky, geologically an
offshoot of the Andes. Besides the highest mountain
‘Mount Paget’ (2.934 metres), 12 other peaks of more
then 2000 metres high arise. There are 150 glaciers
that offshoot in spectacular fjords.
There is an extremely rich animal life. Seals, penguins
and seabirds live in the seas around Antarctica and
look for a place on land to raise their young. Because
only a small area of Antarctica is not covered by ice,
many animals choose the safe beaches and cliffs
of a Sub Antarctic island such as South Georgia.
Especially Wandering Albatrosses and Black-browed
Albatrosses are commonly seen.
South Georgia is home to different species of
penguins. Sometimes we will see the Macaroni and
Gentoo Penguin. The most common is the King
Penguin. On the whole island there are around 30
rookeries with a population of over 400,000 pairs. In
addition to this we will also see rookeries of Chinstrap Penguins.
South Georgia is home to 95% of the world population of Fur Seals, 1.8 million
at present. Groups of Elephant Seals, some 300,000
on South Georgia, occupy the beaches. Fortunately
more Humpbacks have been sigh- ted in recent years.
The sea is full of krill here, the food for these baleen
whales. Other kinds of whales, such as Killer and Fin
Whales have been seen occasionally.
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In the past South Georgia was famous for its whales,
witness the whaling stations, which are still there.
In 1910 Norwegian whaling companies introduced
reindeer, for sport and to serve as food. There are still
some 2000 left, but each year after a harsh winter
their number drops. Vegetation, like tussock grasses
but also some other species is only to be found in the
low coastal areas. South Georgia boasts 26 (native)
species of plants. Furthermore, there are various
herbs, as well as rushes and over 125 different species of mosses. Striking are the Red Burnet and the
Yellow Antarctic Buttercup.
Shallow coastal waters are filled with three species
of kelp; it is the place where young fishes find their
food. This flora is related to that of the Falkland
Islands and southern South America. There are fewer
species because of the long way seeds have to travel
across the sea.

History
In 1775 Captain Cook was the first to land on
South Georgia; he claimed the island in the name
of King George III. South Georgia is British territory, but has also been claimed by Argentina.
At present the governor of the Falkland Islands
administers the island.
In 1904 in Grytviken a large Norwegian whaling
station was established and a number of people
lived of the processing of whale oil. In the sixties
the whaling industry collapsed and the whaling
stations were deserted.

DESTINATION ANTARCTICA
Flora and fauna
Antarctica is a huge, cold, white plain, which appeals
to the imagination of everybody. Many are fascinated by the rich wildlife or the beauty of the unspoilt
Antarctic natural environment. All penguin species
are restricted to the Southern Hemisphere, but the
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greatest concentrations are on Antarctic coasts and
sub-Antarctic islands. On the peninsula Gentoo
and Chinstrap Penguins are the most common.
Near the colder Weddell Sea we also find Adelie and
Emperor Penguins, although the Emperor penguin
is seen more rarely. The Antarctic waters support
a vast variety of seabirds. Only a few species are
adapted to breed regularly on the continent. Skuas
are widespread and prominent in the Antarctic. They

prey heavily on the eggs and chicks of penguins and
small petrels. Also prions, fulmars, and shearwaters
are often seen, as well as terns, sheathbills, and two
species of cormorants.
Fish and krill in the Antarctic are important components of the marine ecosystems. They are major prey
for higher predators, including the baleen whales, as
the Humpback, Minke and Fin Whale. The Orca or

Killer Whale is also seen in this area.
There are many seals. Depending on the species,
seals feed on fish and squid or krill. The Leopard Seal
is a predator of penguins and other seals. Seals can
leave the water and move on dry land to breed, rest
and moult.
The greater part of the Antarctic continent is covered
by permanent ice and snow. Less than 1% is available
for colonisation by plants. Most of this ice and snow
free land is found along the Antarctic Peninsula.
There are no trees or shrubs and only two species of

around the continent. It was suspected there was a
continent, but nobody did see Antarctica during this
voyage.
In 1819 the South Shetlands were discovered with on
the beaches an enormous number of fur seals, over
the next three seasons people slaughtered almost
all of them. A hundred years ago, during a Belgian
Antarctic expedition from 1897 to 1899, under command of Adriën de Gerlache, the first wintering took
place.

flowering plants; Antarctic Hair grass and Antarctic
Pearl wort are found. The vegetation is predominantly
made up of lower plant groups (mosses, liverworts,
lichens and fungi), which are specially adapted to
surviving in extreme environments.
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History
Many people become interested in the South Pole
after reading about the voyages of Shackleton. The
history goes further back to Captain Cook who passed the South Pole circle in 1773 and made a voyage

Nowadays a couple of thousand researchers spend
the southern summer living in several research
stations, but during the southern winter, that number
dwindles to less than 1000. Several countries claim
territorial rights over different parts of the continent,
but no country has ownership or sovereignty over
any part of Antarctica. Following the International
Geophysics Year 1957/58, the Antarctic Treaty of 1959
was drawn up, sharing responsibility for the continent between twelve countries. It was agreed that
Antarctica would only be used for scientific research
activities and that free access to the results of all
research would be guaranteed. No type of military
activity is allowed on any part of this territory and
territorial claims of any sort are prohibited. In 1991,
an Environmental Protocol was drawn up to introduce
new regulations applicable specifically to tourism.

During our visit to Antarctica we will adhere strictly to
these regulations.

IAATO
Furthermore Rederij bark EUROPA
is a member of IAATO, an organization founded in 1991 to advocate,
promote and practice safe and
environmentally responsible privatesector travel to the Antarctic. We consider it a great
honour to be able to see this immense monument of
Nature with our own eyes.

Expeditions in Antarctic waters
In the southern summer, the 56 meter long threemasted Bark EUROPA sails to the Antarctic Peninsula.
This voyage will appeal to the sailing enthusiast,
the birdwatcher, the photographer, the artist and
the nature-lover who want to discover the unspoilt
environment.

Guides on board
During the Antarctica expeditions there will be one or
more a guides on board the Bark EUROPA. He/she
knows the area we will be visiting very well. The guide
gives lectures on board the ship about the flora and
fauna we will encounter, prepares you for the landings
on shore and will guide you on the walks ashore.

DESCRIPTION

OF THE EXPEDITION
These voyage details are partly based on experiences of
previous expeditions which EUROPA undertook to
Antarctica and South Georgia. This description is only
an example of what the voyage may look like. In the
past it has happened that we were not able to visit a
location.
Waiting for better weather doesn’t work, it would only
mean we would run out of time later during the voyage.
It is important to realize that our day-to-day activities
will depend on wind, weather, ice and regulations. We

aim to give you an idea of what to expect of your voyage.
We hope that this helps you decide to sign up for the
voyage from Montevideo to Ushuaia on EUROPA.

DAY 1 Signing on in Montevideo, Uruguay
You are welcome on board. Keep room for flight
delays or late arrival of your luggage by booking
overnight stay in Monte-video one night prior to
embarkation. After signing on and taking your
luggage to your cabin, you will enjoy your first

meal on board. The captain and the expedition
leader will inform you about the plans. Usually we
will stay in port overnight, but occasion-ally we
already depart during the night.

DAY 2 TILL 12 Ocean Sailing
Casting off to South Georgia. We cast off our mooring lines. Once underway, the crew will show you
how to put on the life jackets and introduce you
to the necessary safety instructions. After that it
is time for a lesson in the many lines and sails on
board.

Sailing the bark europa
This voyage is a real sailing trip that involves the
sailing between our destinations and finally crossing of the Drake Passage, under sail whenever
possible. During the many sailing days, you will be
part of the watch system, fulfilling sailing duties on
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board: steering, lookout and sail handling. You will
also enjoy the lecture program put together by our
guides and crew for the whole trip. Some subjects
covered during these talks are about the rigging,
the lines, the different sails, navigation concepts
and rope work. During the natural history talks you
will learn to see the difference between various species of birds, including the mighty albatrosses, like
the Black-browed, Wandering and Light Mantled
Sooty Albatross.

Atlantic Ocean is infamous for its roughness, hence
the names: “Roaring Forties”, “Furious Fifties” and
“Screaming Sixties” corresponding with the degrees
of latitude. Sailing from one destination to the next
gives you the time to experience all the aspects of
seaman’s life.

In this way, during the voyage, you will be developing sail handling skills and expanding your knowledge on wildlife, history, glaciology, meteorology
and other topics related with our trip. The Southern

You will learn to see the difference between the
Black browed Albatrosses and Light-mantled Albatrosses. Nature decides the daily work on board.
It forces us to adjust the self-image of the human
being and that can be very refreshing. Then, on
the horizon the ice-covered mountains of the Sub
Antarctic Island of South Georgia will be visible.

“From nearly all corners of the world voyage crew
embarked on the Bark Europa. So many new
faces and names, and at dinner time guests and
permanent crew mingle in the deckhouse and
lounge while we enjoy our first meal onboard.

”
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DAYS 13 TILL 18 South Georgia
Once in South Georgia, we count on approximately six days to enjoy this remote and spectacular oasis in the Southern Ocean, offering one of
the best wildlife spectacles on earth.
The island is well known for its changeable
weather and harsh conditions, located as it is in
the middle of the Scotia Sea and completely exposed to the weather systems passing by, predominantly from west to east. It is for this reason, that
the chances for visits ashore are highly dependant
on the weather and sea conditions.
During this week, we will have the opportunity
to make several landfalls exploring the impressive landscapes that the island offers. We will try
on several occasions to visit a variety of different
landing sites, mixing activities themed on history,
wildlife, glaciology and geology. For example, we
may visit some derelict whaling stations from the
golden age of whaling in the Antarctic area at the
beginning of the 20th century (keeping a safety
perimeter of 200m around the remains).
Also, we could have the opportunity to visit
Wandering Albatross nesting colonies where
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strict rules apply. The incredibly vast King Penguin
rookeries spreading over the beaches and lower
slopes of the mountainous landscape provide
another highlight we hope to enjoy. Other penguin
colonies may be visited, including those of the
Macaroni penguins.
But we need to have in mind that usually they
nest in swell exposed areas amongst steep cliffs,
making their colonies difficult to reach. If the

weather allows us, we also plan to do some hikes,
for example one following Ernest Shackleton’s
footsteps on the last part of his epic crossing of
the whole island.
We may pay a visit to his grave in Grytviken, where
he lies side by side with his right hand during their
expedition, Frank Wild. There we have the opportunity to walk around the whaling station, which has
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King penguins on South Georgia

been taken care of, cleaned and prepared for visitors. In Grytviken, we can also visit the station’s
interesting museum on the natural history of the
island and its whaling era.
On the island’s shores, we can also find several
shipwrecks, like that of the Bayard. She was a fully
rigged ship - one of the first to be built of steel in
1864 in Liverpool. In 1911 she was blown from her
moorings and, despite rescue efforts, ran hard
aground. This was the very same year the Bark
Europa was launched.

DAY 18 TILL 26 Return to the Ocean
It is time to leave the sub-Antarctic paradise. Over
1000 NM to Antarctica lies ahead of us. We have
scheduled ten days to get there. The watches start
again. The life ashore you normally lead seems far
away behind the horizon. Together you will form
an “identity” casually called “the crew” but which
will be different every voyage and carries its own
atmosphere.
On the Southern Ocean the winds blow continuously. These seas have the reputation of being
stormy, seamen speak about the Roaring Forties
and the Furious Fifties. When the barometer
drops, a depression is approaching and we will
have to roll up and take in sail. The crew is alert
and stand by for steering, reefing, furling, setting
and taking in the sails. Tired and maybe even cold
after an active watch on deck, you will sleep like
a log. Not a single sound of wind, water or sails,
ropes or iron can keep you awake.
When possible we will make a stop at the South
Orkney Islands.
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As we sail south, the likelihood of seeing icebergs
increases. Large ice plateaus are visible on the
radar, but sometimes smaller ones are not; we
keep a good lookout so that we avoid them. Fortunately, the nights are short during the southern
summer. It is amazing when we see the brilliant
white shapes of the floating icebergs on the horizon. They are huge, and very high! This is the first
sign that we are really approaching the great white
mass of Antarctica!
The rough sea we are crossing is the Scotia Sea,
that was crossed in an opposite direction in a
spectacular way 90 years ago. In this area Sir
Ernest Shackleton’s ship the Endurance was crushed by ice and sank. After a rough journey across
the ice and water in small sloops Shackleton and
his men landed on Elephant Island. As there was
no help to be found on this island, Shackleton
decided to sail to South Georgia. Shackleton left
Elephant Island for South Georgia with a handful
of men in the sloop James Caird. After 17 days he
landed on the south coast.
Once ashore they had to undertake a long walk
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across the island to the whaling stations on
the other side of the island. It was only after
several attempts they were able to return from
South Georgia to Elephant Island to rescue the
crew.

DAY 27 AND 28 Islands of the
Weddell Sea
We sail into the rough and less visited part of Antarctica, the Weddell Sea. We operate
completely in the style of the old expeditions and it

will be easy to let your thoughts go
back to these epic times. Especially during these
days it is important to let your adventurous side
speak. As the natural elements have a large
influence on this part of our voyage we will need

to stay flexible. Depending on the weather and
ice conditions the expedition leader and captain
will find the best islands to anchor, land or the
best places to sail with the dinghies between the
icebergs. We see Killer Whale and hope to spot the
Snow Petrel.

Penguins. The stations were destroyed by a volcanic
eruption. You can walk to “Neptune’s Window”
and enjoy the magnificent view where the rim of
the crater steeply glides back into sea. It’s also an
impressive panorama to look back into the crater.
A couple of miles further into the crater thermal
currents rise. Sometimes, when the tide is right,
those who wish may bath in the geothermically
warmed waters. Water temperatures can rise up
to 50 degrees Celsius, while land temperatures are
below zero.

The Weddell Sea is known as the iceberg factory.
Large icebergs break off the continental ice shelf
and drift away on the currents. Don’t forget to get
up early and see this magnificent view of the icebergs at sunrise. The sea was named after James
Weddell, a British sailor and sealer. During a trip in
1823 he not only discovered the Weddell Sea, but
also the Weddell Seal.

DAY 31 Arrival at the South Shetland
Islands

DAY 29 From the Antarctic Sound to Deception Island
To get west of the Antarctic peninsula we must pass
the Antarctic Sound. In this
strait, named after the ship of the Swedish Nordenskjöld expedition in 1902, we will see
many icebergs floating from the Weddell Sea. Today
might be a good day to stay on deck
and watch for fins and tails as the area is very popular with Humpback Whales.
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DAY 30 Deception Island
This island is an imploded active volcano, also
called a caldera. The EUROPA will sail through a
small opening called “Neptune’s Bellows” into the

volcanic crater and will drop anchor in Whalers Bay,
near the ruins of a whaling station. These buildings
were also used as a base for research work, but in
1969/70 several Gentoo-, Adelie- and Chinstrap

The South Shetland Islands are of volcanic origin
and the area is still volcanically active. The islands
consist of dark rock with steep cliffs. A beautiful
example is Edinburgh Hill, a steep cliff that rises
vertically out of the water. Close up, we can see
that it is made up of basalt, solidified magma from
the centre of a volcano. Pressure from inside the
earth has pushed the plug to this height, but so far
the volcano has not erupted. Which island we will
visit of the South Shetland Islands may vary. It can

Montevideo

Ushuaia

South Georgia

South Orkney Islands
South Shetland Islands
Wedell Sea

be either Barrientos Island, Half Moon Island or
Yankee Harbor.
All these islands have an impressive wildlife with
penguins, seals and various species of petrels. The
crew will take us ashore with the dinghies. Everywhere around the ship we see penguins porpoising
through the water and the smell of the penguins
reaches us even before we land. We share the
beaches with the Gentoo- and Chinstrap Penguins
and maybe a Weddell Seal or Fur Seal.

DAY 32 TILL 36 Drake Passage
The crossing of the Drake Passage is approximately 450 nautical miles. The seas around Cape
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Port Foster - Deception Island

Horn have the reputation of being stormy, but in
between the lows they are calm. Let us hope that
the wind is favourable when we sail towards Argen-

tina. Back in the watch system, we have time to
absorb everything we have done, to let it all settle in.
We will be accompanied on this passage by dolphins
and many sea birds.
Cape Petrels, White-chinned Petrels and albatrosses
are our companions. Albatrosses are the best equipped for a permanent stay at sea. Their territory is the
open ocean. They love windy regions, because they
are unable to fly with little wind. During the crossing
everybody can help the crew to steer, set, shorten,
take away and stow sails.

“When I embarked on Europa it felt like
going back into a calm and peaceful time
period. The scenery at departing was an
exhilarating feeling for the voyage ahead.
After a few days of sailing the trainee
crew from all over the world has become
accustomed to life on board and enjoys this
wonderful adventure.”
- CECILE -

19

DAY 37 Cape Horn and Tierra del Fuego
Soon we will see Diego Ramirez Island on our
port side. Now we are near to the infamous Cape
Horn. Cape Horn confirms to us that our crossing
of Drake Passage is almost finished. Today we
have reached quieter waters, sheltered by the rocks
and islands of Tierra del Fuego. We set a course
through the chaotic rocks and islands towards
the Beagle Channel. The islands and fjords are
remarkably green after our Antarctic visit. They are
the habitat of more than 150 kinds of birds. Wild
geese, beavers, rats and con-

dors also inhabit this beautiful wilderness. On the
Beagle Channel we wait for the obligatory pilot.

DAY 38 Arriving in Ushuaia
We are close to Ushuaia, but there is still something to see on the way. A few miles
before the port of Ushuaia we pass near two rocky
islets covered with sea lions, the Islas
de Lobos. So keep your binoculars at hand. Sea
lions don’t go to Antarctica. Huge males
lie around, keeping a watchful eye on their
harem, protecting them from invaders.
A little further on a Fur seal proudly grasps its
prey, and blue-eyed shags take up every
free metre of space. It’s packed. When we see
the red and white lighthouse ‘Les Eclaireurs’,
Ushuaia comes within sight and we enter the
harbour.
The citizens in Ushuaia look out over the
Beagle Channel. From 1884 to 1947

Ushuaia was a safe haven for political exiles and
criminals. The old prison is now open to
the public. You are free to do as you please. A
quiet walk or perhaps buy a few souvenirs in this
welcoming town. In this small town, also known
as “El Fin del Mundo – The End of the World”, you
can make beautiful hikes in the mountains and
National Park and you will meet travellers who
have just returned from an expedition or from any
other part of South America to come to the most
southern city of the world.

DAY 38 Signing off in Ushuaia
After breakfast you say goodbye to each other.
Some will be able to stay for a few days In
Argentina. For others the journey home has started. Antarctica and South Georgia have probably
been an unforgettable experience for everybody.
Some of you will have caught the Polar fever, which
will never leave you.
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In Antarctic waters

BOOK THE VOYAGE
Includes
The fare is including meals, tea and coffee. The fare
excludes the transfer to and from the ship, travel
insurance, cancellation insurance and drinks from the
bar on board.

Flights
We strongly recommend you to arrive in Montevideo at
least one day prior to embarkation. This gives you extra
time in case of flight delay or lost luggage. It also gives
you an opportunity to get on board well rested. For your
flights back home please keep in mind to fly in the late
afternoon or evening on the day of disembarkation earliest. When arranging your transfers to and from the ship
we can recommend the following: keep in mind to look
for a return flight to Buenos Aires from your country/
airport and arrange a single fare traveling to Montevideo
(by ferry) and a single fare from Ushuaia to Buenos
Aires. Allow enough time in between your flight-change
in Buenos Aires as it is common to change airports.

Ferry to Montevideo, Colonia
A recommendable and popular possibility is to travel by
bus between Montevideo and Colonia, and by ferry between Colonia and Buenos Aires. The bus segment takes
about 3 hours, and a fast ferry an additional hour. That
way you can watch the Uruguayan landscape on your
bus trip and also have the option to stop for a couple of
hours to visit Colonia, which is an interesting destination
in its own right. Note that the ferry operators do also
operate their own buses, so there is no organizational
effort needed from your part.
You can choose between the companies Buquebus,
Colonia Express, and Seacat Colonia. The buses usually
depart from the terminal Tres Cruces in Montevideo
and the ferries arrive at their respective ports in central
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Buenos Aires (close to the bus terminal Retiro in the
case of Buquebus). A different choice is the smaller ferry
company Cacciola which operates between Carmelo in
Uruguay and Tigre in Argentina. We kindly ask you to
send us your flight schedule so we can inform the ship
about your arrival- and departure time.

Travel documents and visa
It is your personal responsibility to have the right travel
documents and visa for each country you visit during
your stay on EUROPA. In any doubt please contact your
local embassy or consulate.

How to make a reservation
If you need some time to decide before you book your
voyage we can offer you an optional reservation. We will
block your berth for two weeks without any obligations,
so you can make any necessary arrangements.
You can book by sending the signed and completed
booking form and health declaration to the office of the
Bark EUROPA. Please find the form online. In this form
you are asked to give your passport details, date of birth,
etc. We need this information to be able to compile the
passenger lists as required by customs. We therefore ask
you to fill in this information as completely as possible.
We will of course treat this information confidentially.
After receiving your booking form we will send you a
booking confirmation with the invoice and the terms of
payment. A few weeks before departure you will receive
the final information.
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“ This is full-on sailing to Antarctica, just like in the
heroic accounts of the old days, when brave men
and women explored the unknown waters on the
southern edges of our globe.

”

SAILING THE SEAS AND
WANDERING THE OCEANS
OCEAN SAILING AND TALLSHIP RACES

OCEAN SAILING

SHORTER VOYAGES

Bark EUROPA follows the favourable winds of
traditional sailing routes. Since 2000 Bark EUROPA
has been crossing oceans on a regular basis and
has a reputation of a ship that really sails. Everyone
on board will be assigned to the watch system to
navigate and steer the ship and to hoist and lower
the sails. For those of you who will be on board for
a longer period, there is little difference between the
permanent crew and the voyage crew.
You will be given the opportunity to experience all
aspects of the life of a sailor. In these routes there will
also be opportunities to set our stuns’ls (or Studding
Sails). The occasional passing ship might think they
are in a different era when they see the Bark EUROPA
sailing by with up to 30 sails set.

The ocean crossings bring us to different Islands and
cities. This gives you the possibility to step on board
halfway through a long ocean crossing. You can see
our sailing schedule on our website for an overview
of the separate legs you can choose from. These
voyages can take up to two or three weeks.

TALL SHIPS RACES
The Tall Ships Races are the largest international
ocean races for sail-training ships in the world. Races
occur annually in various parts of the world with millions of spectators. Tall Ships will compete with each
other in a stunning race at sea between some of the
world’s most beautiful harbours. Onshore, the streets
will buzz with theatre, sports, fireworks, music, food
DA
TES&F
ARES
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and of course the Crew Parade (a fabulous parade of
all the ships crews).
Although everyone is keen to race each other at sea,
it is not all about winning. The Tall Ships Race is an
event where youngsters and adults from all nations
and social backgrounds can meet in a challenging
environment. Sailing the EUROPA

requires good cooperation and team spirit and our
guests learn the names of all thirty sails and many
different lines.
Creating new friendships with people from all over
the world and having the time of your life, that is what
the Tall Ships’ Races are all about.

22 -DAY EXPEDITION • TO ANTARCTICA FROM USHUAIA, ARGENTINA

SAIL

WITH US
JOIN THE ADVENTURE

•

“My greatest travel adven-

ture yet was sailing to
Antarctica as part of the
voyage crew on Bark
Europa. I don’t imagine
any traveling adventure will
ever be greater

”

THE BARK EUROPA
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“ Rather than comfortably relaxing in my cabin while a cruise

ship glided over the waves through the Drake Passage, I was
in it; rocking, rolling…. Wave after wave, I helped set, shorten,
take away and stow sails, man the helm, stand on watch, and
actively be part of the adventure

”

THE BARK EUROPA
The history of the ship
The EUROPA was built in 1911 under the name of
“Senator Brockes” at the Stulcken shipyard in Hamburg, at the request of the city of Hamburg. The ship
was put into service as Elbe 3 lightship on the river
Elbe, and later worked as a stand-by vessel. In 1986 the
ship was brought to the Netherlands. Over a period
of 8 years, she was completely rebuilt and rigged as a
three-masted barque. The rebuilding and conversion to
a sailing vessel was carried out under the supervision
of the Dutch Shipping Inspection, Bureau Veritas and
Register Holland. She sails with worldwide certificates
from each of these authorities and she complies with
the highest requirements for sailing ships.

Life on board
The Bark EUROPA is registered as a sail training ship
and as such you will be mustered as voyage crew. This
means that, more so than on a passenger ship, you will
get extensive safety instructions and we ask you to join
in the watch system. Participating in sailing and running the Bark EUROPA is part of the overall experience

on board. The level of participation will depend on
your interest and physical condition. On deck you work
together with the permanent crew.
The watch system consists of joining the permanent
crew for 4 hours, after which you will be off for 8 hours.

Everyone is welcome to take the helm, set sails, assist
with manoeuvres, navigation, weather observations,
furling the sails on the yards and much more.
The permanent crew will give lectures and instruct
you during the voyage in steering, navigation and line
handling.

Technical details
Deck plan. All cabins have an en-suite toilet and shower

Built: 		
1911
Home port:
Scheveningen,
		The Netherlands
Length overall:
56 m
Beam: 		
7.45 m
Draft: 		
3.9 m
Air draft:		
33 m
Max sail area:
1250 m2
Engines:		
2 x 365 hp
Call sign: 		
PDZS

Photo H.Semeins, © 2004
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This will be done in a “Dutch” style, so without yelling,
blowing whistles and so on. Also, you will find no
uniforms on the Bark EUROPA. Crossing the ocean
properly with a square rigger under sail like the Bark
EUROPA is a team effort, so we appreciate every input
from the voyage crew.
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Sailing experience is not necessary. Instructions will be
given in watch responsibilities, basic sail theory, line
handling, steering and navigation. One hour on board
the Bark EUROPA and it will instantly be clear: “teamwork” has to be the key to this beautiful traditional
sailing vessel. No winches, but an infinity of lines; at

first glance maybe a complete jungle. The hundreds
of blocks look like spiders in their webs. The novice
sailor will be introduced to these matters every day
and, after a few weeks, all those lines, blocks, stays,
booms with their impossible names and functions
become an open book.
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Stranded Iceberg in the South Shetlands

6

7

SHIP’S
ACCOMMODATION

The ship is ideal for ocean crossings and longer voyages, with various places for relaxing: library, lounge,
poker corner and deckhouse. These different areas
allow you to do your own thing: perhaps some quiet
reading or a more active role in the social life in the
deckhouse. The ship is equipped with a DVD player, a
CD player, i-Pod connection and radio.
There are four 2-person cabins, four 4-person cabins
and four 6-person cabins. The comfortable cabins each
have an en-suite toilet and shower. An experienced
cook and cook’s assistant will prepare three meals
a day. Bark Europa is a Dutch vessel and part of the

1

6

1. bar
2. deck house
3. poker corner
4. library
5. bathroom
6. 2 person cabin
7. 6 person cabin

Foto’s: Rolf Vogel
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permanent crew is Dutch. But we have an international crew and guest crew and you will find various
nationalities among them. The common language on
board is English.

Safety
The EUROPA is a very solidly built ship. She is fitted
out for worldwide sailing and has all the safety certificates required under Dutch law for these activities.
The Royal Dutch Meteorological Institute, the KNMI,
selects the ship to monitor the weather whilst at sea.
To enable us to do this, they have supplied the ship
with specialised equipment for taking observations.
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A minimum of 10 experienced, professional crewmembers will ensure the ship’s safe operation. They
possess all the necessary professional qualifications.
Our safety equipment comprises life jackets, life rafts,
fire extinguishing equipment, fire-fighting outfits with
breathing apparatus, diving equipment, a comprehensive stock of medicine, an emergency sick bay, EPIRB,
and radar transponders.
The EUROPA’s navigational and communication equipment comprises radar, a compass (in the wheelhouse,
on deck and in the rescue boat), a satellite navigation
system, an echo sounder, a sextant, one SSB transmitter, two Inmarsat-C terminals, an Iridium Satellite
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telephone, two VHF transmitters, a number of portable
VHF’s and an emergency radio transmitter. The
EUROPA has two zodiacs and a sloop with outboard
engines. In addition to a drinking water capacity of
12.250 litres in permanent tanks, we are able to convert
seawater into drinking water using a water maker.
Food stores will be taken on board just before our
departure. We will also take on board 20,000 litres of
diesel to fuel the heater, the generators and the two
main engines. The ship has a power supply of 220V
AC (50 Hz). The plugs on board are as used on the
European continent (two-pins).
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DESTINATION ANTARCTICA
Some people become interested in the North and
South Pole after reading about the voyages of Willem
Barentz and Shackleton. Others are more fascinated
by the rich wildlife or the beauty of the unspoilt natural
environment. Antarctica is one of the oldest continents
on our planet, but man has always been unable to live
here because of its extremely cold climate. It is the last
great wilderness on Earth. Over the years, thousands of
tourists have visited this continent in the southern summer. When winter grips this great, white desert, tourist
activity is no longer possible.

Antarctic. They prey heavily on the eggs and chicks of
penguins and small petrels. Also prions, fulmars, and
shearwaters are often seen, as well as terns, sheathbills, and two species of cormorants.Fish and krill in
the Antarctic are important components of the marine
ecosystems. They are major prey for higher predators,

including the baleen whales, as the Humpback, Minke
and Fin Whale. The Orca or Killer Whale is also seen in
this area.
There are many seals. Depending on the species, seals
feed on fish and squid or krill. The Leopard Seal is a
predator of penguins and other seals. Seals can leave

the water and move on dry land to breed, rest and moult.
The greater part of the Antarctic continent is covered by
permanent ice and snow. Less than 1% is available for
colonisation by plants. Most of this ice and snowfree land
is found along the Antarctic Peninsula. There are no trees
or shrubs and only two species of flowering plants; Antarctic Hairgrass and Antarctic Pearlwort are found.
The vegetation is predominantly made up of lower plant
groups (mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi), which are
specially adapted to surviving in extreme environments.

History
Flora and fauna
Antarctica is a huge, cold, white plain, which appeals to
the imagination of everybody. Many are fascinated by
the rich wildlife or the beauty of the unspoilt Antarctic
natural environment. All penguin species are restricted
to the Southern Hemisphere, but the greatest concentrations are on Antarctic coasts and sub-Antarctic
islands;. On the peninsula Gentoo and Chinstrap
Penguins are the most common. Near the colder Weddell Sea we also find Adelie and Emperor Penguins,
although the Emperor penguin is seen more rarely.
The Antarctic waters support a vast variety of seabirds.
Only a few species are adapted to breed regularly on the
continent. Skuas are widespread and prominent in the
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Captain Cook was the first to pass the South Pole Circle in
1773 and make a voyage around the continent. But nobody
did actually see Antarctica during this voyage, although it
was suspected there was a continent. In 1819 the South
Shetlands were discovered with on the beaches an enormous number of fur seals, over the next three seasons
people slaughtered almost all of them. During a Belgian
Antarctic expedition from 1897 to 1899, under command
of Adriën de Gerlache, the first wintering took place.
Nowadays a couple of thousand researchers spend the
southern summer living in several research stations, but
during the southern winter, that number dwindles to less
than 1000.
Several countries claim territorial rights over different
parts of the continent, but no country has ownership or

“ Without a doubt. It was the most rewarding,

challenging, beautiful travel adventure of my life.
Once you experience Antarctica on Bark Europa,
you will forever dream of being at sea.

”

sovereignty over any part of Antarctica. Following the
International Geophysics Year 1957/58, the Antarctic
Treaty of 1959 was drawn up, sharing responsibility for
the continent between twelve countries. It was agreed
that Antarctica would only be used for scientific research
activities and that free access to the results of all research
would be guaranteed. No type of military activity is allowed
on any part of this territory and territorial claims of any
sort are prohibited. In 1991, an Environmental Protocol
was drawn up to introduce new regulations applicable
specifically to tourism.
During our visit to Antarctica we will adhere strictly
to these regulations. Furthermore Rederij bark
EUROPA is a member of IAATO, an organization
founded in 1991 to advocate, promote and practice safe
and environmentally responsible private-sector travel to
the Antarctic. We consider it a great honour to be able to
see this immense monument of Nature with our own eyes.
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EXPEDITIONS

IN ANTARCTIC WATERS
Exploring the white continent
In the southern summer, the 56 meter long three-masted
barque EUROPA sails to the Antarctic Peninsula. These
voyages will appeal to the sailing enthusiast, the birdwatcher, the photographer, the artist and the nature-lover
who want to discover the unspoilt environment. After
sailing through the Chilean fjords and sailing out of the
Beagle Channel the ship must cross ‘the Drake Passage’.
This passage is renowned by sailors the world over.
Albatrosses and petrels will accompany the EUROPA on
her way to the Antarctic paradise.
After passing the Antarctic Convergence Zone, the ship
sails between the icebergs to the South Shetland Islands.
The wildlife is overwhelming: seals, sea-gulls, cormorants and petrels use the Antarctic summer to raise their

young. The advantage of sailing to Antarctica on board
EUROPA is that you are part of a relatively small group.
Less people means more solitude and greater flexibility
if tides, currents, ice or weather dictate a schedule
change. Because we have less people to ferry ashore, we
often make more landings than the bigger ships, with all
guests able to land and explore at the same time.
In the Antarctic waters, the EUROPA will anchor in
sheltered bays practically every day. The crew will take
groups ashore in the dinghies to see glaciers, mosses
and lichens, seals, birds and penguin rookeries. Ashore,
visitors will be welcomed by different kinds of penguins,
such as the Gentoo, Chinstrap and Adelie penguins. Our
experienced guide will give you information about the

flora and fauna and will show you where to find bird and
sea elephant colonies. The ship will sail further south.
We expect to meet some of the most loyal visitors of the

Southern Ocean: Enormous Humpback whales and Finn
Whales come up next to the ship, curious to see who
ventures in their waters. In previous years we even have
been lucky enough to be visited by Orcas. Ice masses
will get bigger closer to the mainland. Steep glaciers,
walls of ice with magical shapes and surreal colours will
surround the EUROPA.The daily program will vary, with
new impressions every day. Then it is time to leave this
paradise and set sail towards Cape Horn. On the last
day of the voyage the ship will sail amidst the chaos of
islands of Tierra del Fuego. This fjord area is wild and
populated with Magellanic penguins, Sea lions, Imperial
shags and Rock cormorants. The greens of the fjords are
a significant change to the whites and blues of Antarctica. But then it is time to leave the ship.

Guides on board
During the Antarctica expeditions there will be a guide
on board the Bark EUROPA. He/she knows the area we
will be visiting well. The guide gives lectures on board
the ship about the flora and fauna we will encounter,
prepares you for the landings on shore and will guide
you on the shore walks.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE

EXPEDITION
From day to day

These voyage details are based on experiences from
previous expeditions of the EUROPA to Antarctica. In
putting together this year’s itinerary we have included
the most impressive places we have visited in the past.
However this description is an example of what the
voyage may look like. It is important to realize that our
day-to-day activities will depend on several circumstances. A change in the rules and regulations for
visiting Antarctica might limit the visit to a specific site.
Ofcourse our route will depend on wind, weather and
ice. This is the true Antarctic experience! It is therefore
likely that the actual itinerary will be different from the
following description. When, due to circumstances,
a site cannot be visited, other options will be sought.
To give you an idea of what to expect of your voyage:
we aim to visit at least 1 station and most of the sites
mentioned in this description. We hope that this helps
you to decide to sign up for an expedition to Antarctica
on EUROPA.

DAY 1 Signing on in Ushuaia

“From nearly all corners of the world voyage crew
embarked on the Bark Europa. So many new
faces and names, and at dinner time guests and
permanent crew mingle in the deckhouse and
lounge while we enjoy our first meal onboard.

”
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Alongside Ushuaia

You are welcome on board at five p.m. The EUROPA is
moored at the pier ‘Puerto Comercial’ in Ushuaia. It is
highly recommended that you will arrive in Ushuaia 1
day before embarkation, leaving room for flight delays
or late arrival of your luggage. A list of hotel suggestions
in Ushuaia is available on our website or via email. In
this small town, also known as “El Fin del Mundo – the
end of the world”, you can make beautiful hikes in the
mountains and National Park and you will meet travellers who have just returned from an expedition or from
any other part of South America to come to the most
southern city of the World.
A short taxi ride will take you from the centre of Ushuaia
to the harbour. After signing on to the crew list and taking your luggage to your cabin, you will enjoy your first
meal on board. The Captain and the expedition leader
will inform you about the plans. Usually we will stay in
port overnight, but occasionally we already depart during the night.

DAY 2 Casting off from Ushuaia
In the morning, we cast off our mooring lines. Once
underway, the crew will show you how to put on the life
jackets and introduce you to the many lines on board.
Between steep green mountains with snow-covered
peaks, we sail through the Beagle Channel under
square sail if we find the prevailing westerly winds.
During the evening we leave the Beagle Channel and
head southwards along the sheltered coast of Tierra del
Fuego (Land of Fire).

DAYS 3 AND 4 Drake Passage
The crossing of the Drake Passage is approximately
450NM from the lighthouse on Cape Horn. The seas
around Cape Horn have the reputation to be stormy
but in between the lows they are calm. The wind varies
from southwest to northwest; it should, therefore,
be possible to have a good crossing under sail. Cape
petrels, White-chinned petrels and Albatrosses are our
companions. Albatrosses are well equipped for a permanent stay at sea. Their territory is the open ocean.
During the crossing we sail 24 hours a day. Everybody
joins the watch system to sail the ship and help the
crew to steer, shorten, take away and stow sails
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DAY 5 Icebergs in Antarctic waters
As we sail south, the likelihood of seeing icebergs
increases. Large ice plateaus are visible on the radar,
but sometimes smaller ones are not; we keep a
good lookout so that we avoid them. Fortunately, the
nights are short in the latitudes of 59° to 61° south. It
is amazing when we see the brilliant white shapes of
the floating icebergs on the horizon. They are huge,
and very high! This is the first sign that we are really
approaching the great white mass of Antarctica! We
hope that we can drop our anchor in the evening in
the sheltered bay of the Barrientos Island.

DAY 6 Anchoring near Barrientos Island, one
of the Aitcho Islands
Everywhere around the ship we see penguins jumping
out of the water. The crew will take us ashore with the
dinghies. We share the beach with Gentoo and Chinstrap penguins. They walk with us up to the other side
of the mountain where we find many Elephant seals.
The Aitcho Islands are not completely covered by the
ice cap. In the colourful patches of moss, Giant petrels
and Antarctic skuas make their nests.

DAY 7 Yankee Harbour or Hannah Point
We leave at dawn. For the first time on this voyage
we will see the white ice cliffs around us. The chance
of spotting a Humpback whale increases. Everywhere
around us penguins give a show on floating ice. If
there is enough time, we will sail to Edinburgh Hill,
a rock that rises straight out of the water. Close up,
we can see that it is made of basalt, solidified magma
from the centre of a volcano. Pressure from inside the
earth pushed the plug to this height, but so far the
volcano has not erupted. When we sail into Yankee
Harbour it looks as if we are sailing in between two
handmade piers. They are, however, the work of
Mother Nature herself. A rookery of Gentoo penguins
crowds the beach. Occasionally we see a Weddell seal
or a Fur seal.
Hannah Point is a peninsula on the southeast coast of
Livingston Island and is a veritable kingdom of animal
life.
Bird watchers can find nests of American sheathbills,
Giant petrels, Skuas, etc. We also look for the Macaroni
penguin; we might have the opportunity to meet a lost
one. For today the final destination depends on various
circumstances.

DAY 8 Deception Island
ANTARCTICA

PENINSULA
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Further south, on latitude 63° south, looms Deception Island, a ring-shaped island with an extensive
internal crater. The EUROPA will sail through a
small opening called ‘Neptunes Bellows’ into the
volcanic crater and will drop anchor in Whalers

Port Foster - Deception Island

DAY 10 Gouvernøren Harbour

DAY 11 Continental landing at Paradise-or

Around this peninsula, whales search for krill in
sheltered bays. The sight of whales feeding on krill is
truly spectacular. On a previous expedition we saw the
world’s largest animal here, the blue whale, which can
reach more than 30m. We will visit Enterprise Island,
Gouvernøren Harbour. The bay is named after the
whaler, the “Gouvernøren”, which was wrecked here
in 1916. The 25m bow of the ship still rises out of the
water. Breeding Antarctic terns now use the wreck. Cuverville Island is special because of the red and green
mosses and is the home to skuas, Dominican gulls
with chicks and some 4,800 pairs of gentoo penguins.

The early birds heave anchor and we go further south
to Paradise Harbour or Neko Harbour. Here, huge,
impressive glaciers of many shades of blue and white
surround us.
High cliffs of ice rise out of the sea. We hear the
ice crack and see huge chunks of ice breaking off.
Sometimes a wall of ice, tens of metres high, slowly
tumbles down and when this huge mass large hits the
sea it sends a wave rolling under our ship. Being in
the middle of this awe-inspiring natural wilderness is
indescribable! Here we can visit the solid rock of the
Antarctic continent.

(Enterprise Island) or Cuverville Island

Bay, near the ruins of a whaling station. Latterly the
buildings where used as a base for research work,
but in 1969/70 several stations were destroyed by
a volcanic eruption. There is still volcanic activity
in this area. You can walk to ‘Neptune’s Window’
and enjoy the magnificent view where the rim of
the crater steeply goes back to the sea. It’s also an
impressive panorama to look back into the crater.
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A couple of miles further into the crater we sail to
Pendulum Cove where thermal currents rise. Depending on the tide, those who so wish may bathe
in geothermally warmed waters.

DAY 9 Trinity Island
We leave Deception’s crater and set course south, leaving the South Shetland Islands astern. We drop anchor
between Spert Island and Trinity Island and visit the
beautiful ice scenery of small and large icebergs. Our
trip in the dinghies takes us through a landscape of ice
that is truly out of this world. The colours and shapes
are stunning: overhangs with crystal clear icicles,
ice-palaces that could have been created by Gaudí,
massive gateways and open-air ballrooms.
In some spots a piercing blue light shines through the
ice and the water looks turquoise. It is an impressive
world created by extreme changes of temperature,
sculpted by water and wind. Sometimes we are lucky
and will see a Leopard seal.

Neko Harbour

“ Ropes are covered with snow, creating beautiful

abstract patterns and the broken-white sails are
partly covered with a fresh layer of pure white snow.

”

DAY 12 Argentine Islands
A long, popular day lies ahead of us. We head for
“Kodak Crack”, the Lemaire Channel. 1,000m high
mountains tower over the small channel. On ice
shelves around us lie Crab-eater seals. Most people
want to be on deck, filming or taking photographs of
these beautiful sights. We enter Penola Strait. This
stretch might be blocked by ice, and we will find it
hard to force a way through, zigzagging round the
icebergs and growlers. The ice conditions might completely block our passage further south towards the
Argentine Islands. If the ice allows our passage, we
will enter the archipelago towards the end of the day.
We carefully thread our way between rocks and islets
to our anchorage. We anchor at latitude 65° south,
the southernmost point of our voyage. This evening
we plan to visit the former British base ‘Faraday’, now
a Ukrainian research station called ‘Vernadsky’. One
of the research assistants gives us a tour round and
tells us about their work. At anchor in bays like this,
we have to keep a constant watch on the weather in
case the wind direction changes. Pack ice can suddenly block our way out, preventing us from leaving.

DAY 13 Petermann Island
We find a way out of the Argentine Islands, and anchor
near Petermann Island a few hours later. For the first
time we are near a breeding colony of Adelie penguins.
The behaviour of these penguins, busy with feeding
their hungry chicks, is different from that of the others we have seen. Neighbouring penguins wait until
they see the feeding chick disappear half-way up the
parent’s bill, then quickly steal small stones from the
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neighbour’s nest to build up and protect their own
nest better. Skuas fly above the rookery and take every
chance to snatch a penguin chick when the parents
leave it unprotected. This island is a strong reminder
of the French explorer Charcot, who spent the whole
winter here on his ship the “Pourquoi Pas” (Why not)
in 1909. The ship, a similar size to EUROPA, was
moored in Port Circumcision (so named because the
harbour was first discovered on January 1st 1909, the
Catholic celebration of the circumcision of Christ).
To make sure that large icebergs couldn’t enter the
bay during the winter and damage the ship, the crew
stretched cables and chains across the mouth of
the bay.

DAY 14 Port Lockroy
Through Lemaire Channel and Peltier Channel, we
reach the Bay of Port Lockroy. We watch blue-eyed
shags ashore and in between the rocks, feeding their
chicks.
There has been a station here since 1944, and the
area was declared a monument in the Antarctic Treaty
of 1995. It is the oldest existing British station in Antarctica. During the Antarctic summers three British
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people take care of this base. We will go ashore to visit the station. There we can buy postcards and stamps
and send them from the most southerly post office in
the world. Sometimes it will take a few months for a
letter to arrive in Europe. Ashore we see many Gentoo
penguins. Leopard seals are often here, waiting for
penguins to enter the water. For these speedy animals
it is easy to catch one. Afterwards they lie around on
the ice, digesting their last penguin feast.

DAY 15 Dorian Bay
Close to Port Lockroy, on the other side of a beautiful
icecap, we arrive in Dorian Bay. In the past, this icecap
was used as a landing strip for small aeroplanes during
the beginning of the summer season. We can’t cross
it on foot; it might look like a beautiful, white plain of
snow, but often there are deep crevasses spanned
by snow bridges, some strong enough to carry a
man’s weight, some weak. Next to the ice cap we
see Jabet Peak. The icecap stretches from high up
near the mountain’s peak, reaching out into the
sea, a massive, white tongue of snow. You will enjoy
the magnificent view of the bay as you walk around.
You will see Gentoo penguins and occasionally a
Weddell seal.
Late in the afternoon we leave and sail through
the Schollaert Channel towards the Melchior
Islands. On previous voyages we were sometimes
lucky enough to see a pod of Killer whale’s come
alongside to bid us farewell. Several large females
with young came unbelievably close to the ship, distinguishable as female by the shape of their fin. They
kept us company for so long that we had more than
enough time to film them and take photographs of
them against a beautiful backdrop.

DAY 16 Melchior Islands
In the morning we make a last zodiac-tour before we
depart from Antarctica. We bring along a chart and
compass and navigate with the zodiacs in between
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the small islands and narrow passages, flanked by
glaciers. We might see some Fur seals and Wilsons
stormpetrels fly close to us. Around noon, we leave
sheltered waters and start the crossing back to South
America. If the weather is clear we will still see Anvers Island after 100 miles, and Mount Francais, with
her 3000-meter high summit, will remain in view for
almost a day.

DAY 21 Arriving in Ushuaia

DAY 17, 18 & 19 Drake Passage

A little further on a Fur seal proudly grasps its prey, and
blue-eyed shags take up every free metre of space. It’s
packed. When we see the red and white lighthouse ‘Les
Eclaireurs’, Ushuaia comes within sight and we enter
the harbour. The citizens in Ushuaia look out over the
Beagle Channel. From 1884 to 1947 Ushuaia was a safe

Back in the watch system, we have time to absorb
everything we have done, to let it all settle in. We will
be accompanied on this passage by dolphins and many
sea birds. Let us hope that the wind is favourable when
we return towards Argentina. As we start our crossing
from a more southern point, it takes us an extra day to
sail the Drake Passage.

We are close to Ushuaia, but there is still something
to see on the way. A few miles before the port of
Ushuaia we pass near two rocky islets covered with sea
lions, the Islas de Lobos. So keep your binoculars at
hand. Sea lions don’t go to Antarctica. Huge males lie
around, keeping a watchful eye on their harem, protecting them from invaders.

haven for political exiles and criminals. The old prison
is now open to the public. You are free to do as you
please. A quiet walk or perhaps buy a few souvenirs in
this welcoming town.

DAY 22 Signing off in Ushuaia.
After breakfast you say goodbye to each other. Some
will be able to stay for a few days In Argentina. For others the journey home has started. Antarctica has probably been an unforgettable experience for everybody.
Some of you will have caught the Polar fever, which will
never leave you.
>
REQUESTOPTION
REQUEST OPTION

>
BOOK ONLINE
BOOK ONLINE

DAY 20 Cape Horn and Tierra del Fuego
Soon we will see Diego Ramirez Island on our port side.
Now we are near to the infamous Cape Horn. Cape
Horn confirms to us that our crossing of Drake Passage is almost finished. Today we have reached quieter
waters, sheltered by the rocks and islands of Tierra del
Fuego. We set a course through the chaotic rocks and
islands towards the Beagle Channel. The islands and
fjords are remarkably green after our Antarctic visit. They
are the habitat of more than 150 kinds of birds. Wild
geese, beavers, rats and condors also inhabit this beautiful wilderness, here we wait for the obligatory pilot.
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Cape Horn
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Seasickness
A sailing ship at sea in strong winds is much steadier
than a motor vessel. Most will get used to the motion
of the ship after a few days. Being relaxed when you
come on board, a nutritious diet, and sufficient sleep
are the best ways to overcome seasickness. If you fear
that you might be susceptible to seasickness, you can
take pills for seasickness.
Please buy these before you leave home. We advise
against anti-seasickness patches placed behind the
ears due to possible side affects. During the crossings
of the Drake Passage there will regularly be strong
winds. In Antarctica we sail in sheltered waters and
nobody will be seasick.

for which you use medication, we expect you to bring
these on board yourself. As well, we ask you to inform
the office of the EUROPA about this condition. If you
are susceptible to certain things like cold sores or
cystitis, please bring your own medication with you.
Because we live close to each other on the ship, colds
or influenza are easily passed on to others.
We advise you to take an anti-influenza injection before
departure. It would be a shame to have to spend a few
days in your bunk during such a unique voyage.
If you have questions about a specific health problem,
we advise you to get in touch with the office of the
shipping company. They can put you in contact with
one of the ship’s doctors.

Medical care
When undertaking a long ocean voyage where you
are several days of sailing away from the inhabited
world, it is important to realize that extensive medical
care is not available. Transport to the mainland is
often impossible. On board there are crewmembers
with a medical training. Most of the times on these
voyages there will be a doctor on board. There is an
emergency hospital with a number of medicines and
wound dressings. If you have a disorder or sickness

Zodiac cruises and going ashore
You will be brought ashore with the zodiacs (rubber
dinghies). To get into the (moving) zodiac you need to
climb down a rope ladder along the ships hull. Usually
landings are on pebble beaches and you will have to
walk through the water before standing on dry pebble
beach.
Walks ashore may vary with difficulty and are different
on every location we visit. There are walks on pebble/

sandy beaches but there might be some steep hills to
overcome with a snowy underground to walk on.
Please keep in mind it is not a bad idea to get started
with training to gain body strength and maybe even
loose some weight if necessary. You will enjoy your
voyage even more when you are fit. Please inform us
about any changes in your health occurring in the
months before embarkation.

Insurance
The “EUROPA” is properly insured for possible legal
liabilities during your stay on board. The “EUROPA”
does not cover possible damage while being ashore.
Naturally you must have a healthcare insurance in your
own country. Apart from that you also need to have a
travel insurance covering this voyage. We also advise
you to have a cancellation insurance.

What to bring
• C
 ertificates of medical and travel insurance.
• A
 valid passport. It is important that you check with
your own embassy for visa requirements pertaining
to each country.
• Toiletries and travel first aid kit (aspirin, bandaids)
• Personal medication.
• D
 eck shoes with a flexible non-slippery profile. It is
important that your shoes are watertight.
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• S
 trong rubber boots with a thick, flexible sole and
warm socks are recommended. When you go ashore
from the dinghy you might get up to your ankle into
the water sometimes. They are also practical when
walking near penguin colonies where the ground
may be boggy.
• B
 inoculars for whale- and birdwatching.
• P
 hoto camera and/or video camera with spare batteries. Take enough memory cards with you; there
will be no opportunities to buy any under way. Also
spare batteries are recommended. Remember that
the batteries might go flat very quickly in the low
temperatures.
• S
 unglasses and sun screen. The sun’s rays are
particularly strong at sea.
• W
 ater-and windproof clothing.
• T
 hermal underwear, including long johns, waterproof sailing gear, more than one pair of warm and
also waterproof gloves.
• W
 oollen or fleece hat.
• S
 everal thin layers of clothing give better protection against the cold than one thick layer. Ashore,
lightweight waterproofs are handy.
•Please note that you will also spend time indoors,
where you can wear regular pants and a shirt
• P
 lease make sure that your (rain) gear and boots
are clean when you join the ship. We like to prevent
taking bacteria or seeds to Antarctica from your last

How can you be reached on board
On board you will be able to send a limited amount of
text-only e-mails to the shore for a standard fare per
text line.
Friends and family can follow your voyage on-line via
internet, www.barkeuropa.com. Click on ‘logbook’.
The Captain or (voyage)crew updates the expedition
log on a regular base.
Under the button ‘follow the ship’ you will find a chart
with a recent position of the EUROPA.
In the event of an emergency, the ship can be contacted via the owners of the EUROPA,
Rederij Bark EUROPA b.v.. They contact the ship on a
daily basis via satellite connection.

Money

visit outdoors.
• Also on velcro small particles can be found.
• A small rucksack or shoulder bag is handy for walks
ashore.

What not to bring
• Your bunk has a comforter/duvet with cover, one

pillow with pillowcase and a sheet.
• You do not need to bring a sleeping bag.
• Suitcases take up a lot of space in your cabin and
cannot be stowed, so we recommend you use soft
luggage bags.
• It is not allowed to bring your own drinks or
large amounts of food on board. You are welcome to
bring some small snacks.
• Jewellery and other valuables
• Towels will be provided too

Other facilities
There is a washing machine on board. However, its
use is limited. We can only use it if there is not too
much swell. That means that you can only sometimes give a small amount of clothes to the crew to
wash.
Books: On board you will find many books about
Antarctica, ships and sailing. But there are also
novels available in English or Dutch language.
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All beverages at the ship’s bar and souvenirs must be
paid in cash at the end of the voyage in Euro’s or US
dollars. We do not accept creditcards.
Additionally bring some cash for personal expenses
during occasional onshore visits and for your expenses in Argentina.

BOOK THE VOYAGE

Includes

Travel documents and visa

The fare is including meals, tea, coffee.
The price excludes the transfer to and
from the ship, travel insurance, cancellation insurance, airport formalities and
drinks from the bar on board.

It is your personal responsibility to have
the right travel documents and visa for
each country you visit during your stay
on EUROPA. In any doubt please contact
your local embassy or consulate.

Flights
We strongly recommend you to arrive in
Ushuaia at least one day prior to embarkation. This gives you extra time in case
of flight delay or lost luggage. It also gives
you an opportunity to get on board well
rested. For your flights back home please
keep in mind to fly in the late afternoon
or evening on the day of disembarkation
earliest.
If you have trouble finding a good transfer
we might be able to help you. We kindly
ask you to send us your flight schedule so
we can inform the ship about your arrivaland departure
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VOYAGE DETAILS #ANT1 2017
Please go online to find more information in regard
to the sailing program an how to book the voyage.
DA
TES&F
ARES

How to make a reservation
If you need some time to decide before
you book your voyage we can offer you an
optional reservation. We will block your
berth for two weeks without any obligations, so you can make any necessary
arrangements.
You can book by sending the signed and
completed booking form and health
declaration to the EUROPA, the address
is mentioned on the booking form. In this
form you are asked to give your passport
details, date of birth, etc. We need this
information to be able to compile the passenger lists as required by customs. We
therefore ask you to fill in this informa-

tion as completely as possible. We will of
course treat this information confidentially. After receiving your booking form
we will send you a booking confirmation
with the invoice and the terms of payment. A few weeks before departure you
will receive the final information.

“ This is full-on sailing to Antarctica, just like in the
heroic accounts of the old days, when brave men
and women explored the unknown waters on the
southern edges of our globe.

”
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SAILING THE SEAS AND
WANDERING THE OCEANS
OCEAN SAILING AND TALLSHIP RACES

OCEAN SAILING

SHORTER VOYAGES

Bark EUROPA follows the favourable winds of
traditional sailing routes. Since 2000 Bark EUROPA
has been crossing oceans on a regular basis and
has a reputation of a ship that really sails. Everyone
on board will be assigned to the watch system to
navigate and steer the ship and to hoist and lower
the sails. For those of you who will be on board for
a longer period, there is little difference between the
permanent crew and the voyage crew.
You will be given the opportunity to experience all
aspects of the life of a sailor. In these routes there will
also be opportunities to set our stuns’ls (or Studding
Sails). The occasional passing ship might think they
are in a different era when they see the Bark EUROPA
sailing by with up to 30 sails set.

The ocean crossings bring us to different Islands and
cities. This gives you the possibility to step on board
halfway through a long ocean crossing. You can see
our sailing schedule on our website for an overview
of the separate legs you can choose from. These
voyages can take up to two or three weeks.

TALL SHIPS RACES
The Tall Ships Races are the largest international
ocean races for sail-training ships in the world. Races
occur annually in various parts of the world with millions of spectators. Tall Ships will compete with each
other in a stunning race at sea between some of the
world’s most beautiful harbours. Onshore, the streets
will buzz with theatre, sports, fireworks, music, food

TAKE ME TO THE DATES & FARES ONLINE >>
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and of course the Crew Parade (a fabulous parade of
all the ships crews).
Although everyone is keen to race each other at sea,
it is not all about winning. The Tall Ships Race is an
event where youngsters and adults from all nations
and social backgrounds can meet in a challenging
environment. Sailing the EUROPA

requires good cooperation and team spirit and our
guests learn the names of all thirty sails and many
different lines.
Creating new friendships with people from all over
the world and having the time of your life, that is what
the Tall Ships’ Races are all about.

52 –DAY EXPEDITION • FROM USHUAIA TO ANTARCTICA, SOUTH GEORGIA, TRISTAN DA CUNHA & CAPE TOWN

SAIL

WITH US
JOIN THE ADVENTURE

•

“My greatest travel adven-

ture yet was sailing to
Antarctica as part of the
voyage crew on Bark
Europa. I don’t imagine
any traveling adventure will
ever be greater

THE BARK EUROPA

3

”
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THE BARK EUROPA

“I met a huge variety of people from many
different countries, all united in their love of
the ocean and of the beautiful ship we were
so lucky to be on. I also developed a deep
appreciation for my surroundings amazing
sunsets that brought a tear to the eye, magnificent landscapes, beautiful starry skies and
an ocean that you could stare at for hours
without getting bored.”
- Katie -

History
The EUROPA was built in 1911 under the name
of ‘Senator Brockes’ at the Stulcken shipyard in
Hamburg, at the request of the city of Hamburg. The
ship was put into service as Elbe 3 light ship on the
river Elbe and later worked as a stand-by vessel. In
1986 the ship was brought to the Netherlands and
was completely rebuilt and rigged as a three-masted
barque. Since that time Bark EUROPA has been crossing oceans and seas on a regular basis and has a
reputation of a ship that really sails.

for a short voyage or a full ocean crossing.

Bark EUROPA follows the favourable winds of tradi-

From December to March, in the Southern summer,
the EUROPA sails to the Antarctic Peninsula. In the
Northern summer EUROPA participates in the Tall
Ships races, the largest international ocean races for
sail-training ships in the world. Races occur annually

tional sailing routes. This has brought her to all the
continents sailing both the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian
Ocean, thus earning her nick name ‘ocean wanderer’.

in various parts of the world with millions of spectators. In many of the ports we visit during the year it
is possible to embark the ship and sail with us, either

Ocean wanderer

No sailing experience needed

their webs. Everyone on board will be assigned to the
watch system to navigate and steer the ship and to
hoist and lower the sails.

One hour on board the Bark EUROPA and it will
instantly be clear: “teamwork” has to be the key to this

Sailing experience is not required. The permanent

beautiful traditional sailing vessel. No winches, but
an infinity of lines; at first glance maybe a complete
jungle. The hundreds of blocks look like spiders in

crew is happy to explain everything about navigation,
sail handling, square rig sailing and more. This will be
done in a “Dutch” easy going style, without yelling,

Technical details
Deck plan. All cabins
have an en-suite toilet
and shower
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Built: 		
1911
Home port:
Scheveningen,
		The Netherlands
Length overall:
56 m
Beam: 		
7.45 m
Draft: 		
3.9 m
Air draft:		
33 m
Max sail area:
1250 m2
Engines:		
2 x 365 hp
Call sign: 		
PDZS

blowing whistles and so on. Also, you will find no
uniforms on the Bark EUROPA. The novice sailor will
be introduced to these matters every day and, after a
few weeks, all those lines, blocks, stays, booms with
their impossible names and functions become an
open book.

set sails, assist with manoeuvres, climb the rigging,
be on look out, furl the sails on the yards and much
more. The permanent crew will give lectures and
instruct you during the voyage in steering, navigation
and line handling. During the visits of Antarctica
and South Georgia the watchsystem is down to a

Life on board

voluntary anchorwatch at night, so you are able to get
the most from your visits ashore.

Bark Europa is a sailtraining ship and you are part of
the voyage crew. As voyage crew you are taking part
in a watch system. Everyone is asked to take the helm,

Although a part of the permanent crew is Dutch,
usually you will find various nationalities among
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them. Our crew and guests are international and from
all ages.
The common language on board is English.
As one team you will sail to new horizons and
experience all aspects of a sailor’s life on board: The
wind, the sea, new friends and adventure. Creating
new friendships with people from all over the world
and having the time of your life, that is what sailing on
board EUROPA is all about.
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Europa and the bull

The Phoenicians had a proverb:
““days
spent at sea are not deducted
from your allotted life span.
”

DESTINATION ANTARCTICA
Some people become interested in the North and
South Pole after reading about the voyages of Willem
Barentz and Shackleton. Others are more fascinated
by the rich wildlife or the beauty of the unspoilt natural environment. Antarctica is one of the oldest continents on our planet, but man has always been unable
to live here because of its extremely cold climate. It
is the last great wilderness on Earth. Over the years,
thousands of tourists have visited this continent in
the southern summer. When winter grips this great,
white desert, tourist activity is no longer possible.

colder Weddell Sea we also find Adelie and Emperor
Penguins, although the Emperor penguin is seen
more rarely.

Flora and fauna

The Antarctic waters support a vast variety of
seabirds. Only a few species are adapted to breed
regularly on the continent. Skuas are widespread
and prominent in the Antarctic. They prey heavily on
the eggs and chicks of penguins and small petrels.
Also prions, fulmars, and shearwaters are often
seen, as well as terns, sheathbills, and two species of
cormorants.
Fish and krill in the Antarctic are important compo-

Antarctica is a huge, cold, white plain, which appeals
to the imagination of everybody. All penguin species
are restricted to the Southern Hemisphere, but the
greatest concentrations are on Antarctic coasts and
sub-Antarctic islands. On the peninsula Gentoo and
Chinstrap Penguins are the most common. Near the

nents of the marine ecosystems. They are major prey
for higher predators, including the baleen whales, as
the Humpback, Minke and Fin Whale. The Orca or
Killer Whale is also seen in this area.
There are many seals. Depending on the species,
seals feed on fish and squid or krill. The Leopard Seal
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is a predator of penguins and other seals. Seals can
leave the water and move on dry land to breed, rest
and moult.
The greater part of the Antarctic continent is covered
by permanent ice and snow. Less than 1% is available
for colonisation by plants. Most of this ice and
snowfree land is found along the Antarctic Peninsula.
There are no trees or shrubs and only two species of
flowering plants; Antarctic Hairgrass and Antarctic
Pearlwort are found.
The vegetation is predominantly made up of lower
plant groups (mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi),
which are specially adapted to surviving in extreme
environments.

History
Captain Cook was the first to pass the South Pole Circle in 1773 and make a voyage around the continent.
But nobody did actually see Antarctica during this
voyage, although it was suspected there was a continent. In 1819 the South Shetlands were discovered
with on the beaches an enormous number of fur
seals. Over the next three seasons people slaughtered almost all of them. During a Belgian Antarctic
expedition from 1897 to 1899, under command of
Adriën de Gerlache, the first wintering took place.
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Nowadays a couple of thousand researchers spend the
southern summer living in several research stations,
but during the southern winter, that number dwindles
to less than 1000.
Several countries claim territorial rights over different parts of the continent, but no country has
ownership or sovereignty over any part of Antarctica.
Following the International Geophysics Year 1957/58,
the Antarctic Treaty of 1959 was drawn up, sharing
responsibility for the continent between twelve
countries. It was agreed that Antarctica would only
be used for scientific research activities and that
free access to the results of all research would be
guaranteed. No type of military activity is allowed
on any part of this territory and territorial claims of
any sort are prohibited. In 1991, an Environmental
Protocol was drawn up to introduce new regulations
applicable specifically to tourism.
During our visit to Antarctica we will adhere strictly
to these regulations. Furthermore Rederij bark
EUROPA is a member of IAATO, an organization
founded in 1991 to advocate, promote and practice safe and environmentally responsible private-sector travel to the Antarctic. We consider
it a great honour to be able to see this immense
monument of Nature with our own eyes.

“ Without a doubt. It was the most rewarding,

challenging, beautiful travel adventure of my life.
Once you experience Antarctica on Bark Europa,
you will forever dream of being at sea.

”

DESTINATION
SOUTH GEORGIA
Flora and fauna
South Georgia belongs to the sub-Antarctic islands
that surround Antarctica. It is 120 kilometres long and
32 kilometres wide. It is rocky, geologically an offshoot
of the Andes. Besides the highest mountain ‘Mount
Paget’ (2.934 metres), 12 other peaks of more then
2000 metres high arise. There are 150 glaciers that
offshoot in spectacular fjords.
There is an extremely rich animal life. Seals, penguins
and seabirds live in the seas around Antarctica and
look for a place on land to raise their young. Because
only a small area of Antarctica is not covered by ice,
many animals choose the safe beaches and cliffs of a
Sub Antarctic island such as South Georgia. Especially
Wandering Albatrosses and Black-browed Albatrosses
are commonly seen.
South Georgia is home to different species of
penguins. Sometimes we will see the Macaroni and
Gentoo Penguin. The most common is the King
Penguin. On the whole island there are around 30
rookeries with a population of over 400,000 pairs. In
addition to this we will also see rookeries of Chinstrap
Penguins.
South Georgia is home to 95 percent of the world
population of Fur Seals, 1.8 million at present.
Groups of Elephant Seals, some 300,000 on South
Georgia, occupy the beaches.
Fortunately more Humpbacks have been sighted in
recent years. The sea is full of krill here, the food for
these baleen whales. Other kinds of whales, such as
Killer and Fin Whales have been seen occasionally.
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In the past South Georgia was famous for its whales,
witness the whaling stations, which are still there.
In 1910 Norwegian whaling companies introduced
reindeer, for sport and to serve as food. There are still
some 2000 left, but each year after a harsh winter
their number drops.
Vegetation, like tussock grasses but also some other
species is only to be found in the low coastal areas.
South Georgia boasts 26 (native) species of plants.
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Furthermore, there are various herbs, as well as
rushes and over 125 different species of mosses.
Striking are the Red Burnet and the Yellow Antarctic
Buttercup.
Shallow coastal waters are filled with three species
of kelp; it is the place where young fishes find their
food. This flora is related to that of the Falkland
Islands and southern South America. There are fewer

species because of the long way seeds have to travel
across the sea.

History
In 1775 Captain Cook was the first to land on South
Georgia; he claimed the island in the name of King
George III. South Georgia is British territory, but has
also been claimed by Argentina. At present the governor of the Falkland Islands administers the island.

DESTINATION
TRISTAN DA CUNHA

Grytviken – South Georgia

In 1904 in Grytviken a large Norwegian whaling
station was established and a number of people lived
of the processing of whale oil. In the sixties the whaling industry collapsed and the whaling stations were
deserted.
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Many of us have heard the incredible story of Sir
Ernest Shackleton, who in 1916 crossed the island looking for help for the crew of his Endurance, stranded
on Elephant Island. While waiting for help, the crew
survived by eating the meat of penguins and seals.

storm petrels, Rockhopper Penguins, Yellow-nosed

Flora and fauna

Albatross and the Wandering Albatross. Also two
endemic finches and a thrush. In addition, Inaccessible has the diminutive Inaccessible Rail, the smallest flightless bird in the world. Inaccessible has been
declared a strict nature reserve.

The 40 kilometres of coastline is exposed to the
storm tossed seas, comprising magnificent basalt
cliffs, some rising steeply to 600 meters. The
vegetation is lush and green, with a dominance
of grasses, mosses, ferns and low bushes. Due to
human activities, the seabird fauna of Tristan has
been severely depleted. Its neighbouring islands,
Inaccessible and Nightingale are an ornithologists
dream, with fourteen different types of petrels,
including Great Shearwater, prions and other

On Nightingale the islanders are still allowed to
harvest the eggs and chicks of the shearwaters. The
surrounding seas are rich in fish, providing Tristan da
Cunha with one of its main sources of revenue - crayfish. Caught and deep-frozen, the crayfish is shipped
via South Africa to the United States and Japan, where
it is much appreciated as a delicacy.
Elephant Seals and Fur Seals, whose populations are
now recovering after the massacres in the previous

Tristan da Cunha Roads

rock when, in 1867, HRH Prince Alfred, Duke of
Edinburgh and second son of Victoria, visited the
island while voyaging round the world and gave
the settlement of Edinburgh its present name.
The Settlement of Edinburgh now numbers just
under 300 proud and hospitable people with
only seven surnames among them. Through the
islander’s veins flows the blood of English sailors

century, visit the beaches of the Tristan group. Shallow waters around the islands are the playground for
the Southern Right Whale.

History
In 1506 the Portuguese explorer Tristan da Cunha,
when sailing from Brazil to Cape of Good Hope,
discovered what is now the most remote inhabited
island on Earth. However, he found it was impossible to land, as the sea was tempestuous. The first
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settler to arrive on the island was an American Captain Jonathan Lambert - who landed in 1811 and
promptly declared absolute possession of the island
of Tristan da Cunha.
Unfortunately he drowned while fishing in 1812 together with 2 other men. In 1816, the British annexed
the island and set up a garrison as a precaution
against the French who, it was thought, were planning to rescue Napoleon from exile on the island of
St Helena.

In the end it was Corporal William Glass from Kelso
in Scotland, who is regarded as the founder of the
present community. Following a tour of duty with
the garrison, he returned with his coloured wife,
their two children and two companions. They made
up the total of six inhabitants after the garrison had
finally departed.
The community was still no more than eleven flax
thatched cottages built from blocks of volcanic

from Nelson’s fleet, Americans, Italians, Dutch
and mulattos from St Helena and South Africa.
English is the native tongue, albeit a slightly
strange, preserved Georgian dialect laced with a
few early Americanisms. In 1961 a dramatic volcanic eruption forced the evacuation of the entire
island, they were taken to what we glibly refer to as
‘civilisation’.
Almost all chose to return to the island when the
eruption was over. Life in Tristan da Cunha has
strong family loyalties and high moral standards.
Crime is unknown, unemployment is non-existent.
This is called “the remotest island in the world”.
Administratively, the Tristan group is a dependency
of the British colony Saint Helena. Tristan can only
be reached by ship, usually about six times a year.

DESCRIPTION

OF THE CAPE TO CAPE EXPEDITION
The last voyage of Europa’s Antarctic season “The
Cape to Cape voyage” is an adventure for all nature
and sailing lovers. The places where we land offer a
remarkable wildlife with unique species, sometimes
in surprising quantities. Our voyage offers all nature
lovers a special opportunity to meet with some of
the most unspoiled environments of this world.
During this 55-day voyage we will visit a number of
remarkable areas like the South Shetland Islands,
the Antarctic Peninsula and the Weddell Sea with her
many icebergs. After our visit to Antarctica we will
sail towards the sub-Antarctic island South Georgia
with its spectacular scenery and outstanding wildlife.

Furthermore we plan to visit the remotest inhabited
island of the world: Tristan da Cunha. Here, in the
middle of the Atlantic Ocean, lives a small community on top of an active volcano. Our voyage ends in
the South African capital Cape Town.
It is also a real sailing trip that involves the crossing
of the Drake Passage and the Atlantic Ocean, under
sail whenever possible. During the many sailing
days, we will be part of the watch system, fulfilling
sailing duties on board: steering, lookout and sail
handling. We will also enjoy the lecture program put
together by our guides and crew for the whole trip.

Some subjects covered during these talks are about
the rigging, the lines, the different sails, navigation

concepts and rope work. During the natural history
talks we will learn to see the difference between
various species of birds, including the mighty
albatrosses, like the Black-browed, Wandering and
Light Mantled Sooty Albatross. In this way, during
the voyage, you will be developing sail handling skills
and expanding your knowledge on wildlife, history,
glaciology, meteorology and other topics related with
our trip.

Guides on board
During the Antarctica expeditions there will be a
guide on board the Bark EUROPA. He/she knows
the areas we will be visiting well. The guide gives
lectures on board the ship about the flora and fauna
we will encounter, prepares you for the landings on
shore and will guide you on the shore walks.
This voyage is the perfect combination for guests
who wish to admire nature on some of the most
remote places of the earth end experience nature
on the wide open ocean during the longer periods
sailing on sea.

12

12

USHUAIA, ARGENTINA –
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
VISIT 3 CONTINENTS IN ONE TRIP

DAY 1 Signing on in Ushuaia
The trip, starts in Ushuaia, capital of the Argentine
province of Tierra del Fuego and commonly regarded
as the southernmost city in the world. It is highly
recommended that you will arrive in Ushuaia 1 day
before embarkation, leaving room for flight delays or
late arrival of your luggage.

“From nearly all corners of the world voyage crew
embarked on the Bark Europa. So many new
faces and names, and at dinner time guests and
permanent crew mingle in the deckhouse and
lounge while we enjoy our first meal onboard.

”

The scenery around the touristic city is outstanding, as
the rugged spine of the Andes Mountains spanning the
entire length of the South American continent, comes
right down to meet the sea here at the southern tip of
Chile and Argentina.
After signing on and taking your luggage to your
cabin, the captain and expedition leader will introduce
themselves, the crew and talk about our plans. Then
you will enjoy your first meal on board, followed by a
short talk by the guides on “Life on board the Europa”
to familiarize you with the ship. Usually we will stay

DAY 2 Beagle Channel
After our first night on board, we cast off our mooring
lines early in the morning and start sailing the Beagle
Channel. This channel is named after Robert Fitzroy’s
ship, whose second voyage here brought along a

in port overnight, but occasionally we already depart
during the night.

solitary guest acting as the naturalist on board, a young
man who would revolutionise the way we view the
world - Charles Darwin. The Channel was also defined
as the southern border between Chile and Argentina
during the 1881 Boundary Treaty. Once on our way,
we will conduct a mandatory safety drill, followed by
several introductory talks by the crew to further familiarize you with the ship and her many lines, the watch
system and your tasks on board.

DAY 3 TILL 6 Drake Passage
During the night we will enter the famed stretch of 450
nautical miles known as the Drake Passage - a wild part
of the Southern Ocean with a fierce reputation. The sailing journey to our first destination - the South Shetland
Islands - is going to take around four days.

13

Alongside Ushuaia

The winds through the Drake Passage are predominantly from the west and usually are most intense in
the northern half. Low-pressure systems formed in
the Pacific Ocean traverse the passage towards the
southern end. As we sail south, we realise that the
surface water temperature gradually drops down, until
a sudden change occurs in an area close to the 6o°S,
where the cold Antarctic waters meet the temperate
Subantarctic ones. This transitional zone is known as
the Antarctic Convergence. We are getting closer to
Antarctica!
As we sail southwards, the increasing number of icebergs is an unmistakable sign that we are approaching
this icy continent. The large ones are visible on the
ship’s radar, but the smaller bergy bits and growlers are
not, hence the necessity of keeping a good lookout to
avoid them! Fortunately, the nights are short during the
austral summer.

DAY 7 TILL 9 South Shetland islands and
Deception Island
Soon we will spot the South Shetland Islands, our
first destination in Antarctica. Some examples of
islands we may visit of the South Shetland archipelago
could include Barrientos, Half Moon, Greenwich or
Livingston Island. All of them are home to impressive
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penguin rookeries, including Gentoo and Chinstrap
penguins and several species of other birds and seals.
When we arrive in Antarctica the watch system for voyage crew is discontinued for a while so everybody can
enjoy the most of landings on shore. South Shetlands
geology is also very interesting, as sedimentary layers
rich with fossils are mixed with posterior volcanism.
A beautiful example is Edinburgh Hill, a cliff rising

vertically out of the water, where a closer look reveals
its beauty - a classic columnar basalt formation rising
nearly 150 metres straight out of the sea. The columns
are deformed into a smooth bellied curve, with their
soft grey colour posing a striking contrast to the bright
glaciers surrounding it.
Further south, on latitude 63° south, looms Deception
Island, a ring-shaped island with an extensive internal

crater. The EUROPA will sail through a small opening
called ‘Neptunes Bellows’ into the volcanic crater and

of the crater steeply goes back to the sea. It’s also an
impressive panorama to look back into the crater.

will drop anchor in Whalers Bay, near the ruins of a
whaling station. Latterly the buildings where used as a
base for research work, but in 1969/70 several stations
were destroyed by a volcanic eruption. There is still
volcanic activity in this area. You can walk to ‘Neptune’s
Window’ and enjoy the magnificent view where the rim

Weather depending we can spend between two or three
days in this area, and afterwards we plan to leave to
the Weddell Sea, sailing across the Bransfield Strait to
the icy Antarctic Sound. This strait was named after the
wrecked ship of the Swedish Antarctic Expedition of
1902 lead by the Swedish geologist Otto Nordenskjold.
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DAY 10 / 13 Weddell Sea

journey on the pack ice and sailing to Elephant Island

The Weddell Sea is known as an area where the
breaking off of vast ice shelves produce large tabular
icebergs. These huge icebergs drift away with the
currents and winds, offering a magnificent view to
lucky observers. The weather, the winds and the state
of the sea dictate our sailing, speed and progress.
But especially in Weddell Sea, the ice conditions play
a key role on our scheduling. The last few years there
was simply too much ice to pass the Antarctic Sound
and we alternatively spend some extra days on the
Antarctic peninsula.
The captain and the expedition leader will try to find
the best places to anchor, land or cruise between the
icebergs and pack ice. We may encounter Gentoo and
Adelie penguins on our way and have the chance of
sighting the rare Snow and Antarctic Petrels. Furthermore, we hope to see Weddell, Leopard, Crab-eater
and Elephant seals, and if we keep a good eye on the
sea, there is a chance to spot Minke and Humpback
whales, or if we’re very lucky, even a pod of Orcas!

using their small sloops, Shackleton and his men
managed to land on this rocky island. But no help was
to be found there, so he decided to sail all the way to
South Georgia with a handful of his crew on board the
sloop James Caird. After 17 days, they landed on the
western coast of the island. From there, they had to
undertake a strenuous and dangerous alpine crossing
to the other side of South Georgia, where the whaling
station Stromness was located.
There, finally back in civilisation and safety Shackleton
still had to rescue the rest of his crew from Elephant
Island. That enterprise took several attempts before he
finally succeeded.

Many of us have read the incredible story of Sir Ernest

DAY 14 / 20 Sailing to South Georgia

Shackleton. From now on we will follow his steps to
South Georgia. About 90 years ago in this area, an
epic journey of survival and endurance started. Ernest
Shackleton’s ship, the Endurance, was crushed by the
pack ice and sank in the Weddell Sea. After a tough

The sailing to South Georgia “in the wake of the James
Caird” will probably take place between the day 14th
and 20th of our trip, always trying to make progress
under sail. Every day at sea is different. We will learn to
see the difference between the Black browed Albatros-

16

In the evening of the 13th day of our trip we leave the
Weddell Sea and start our sail towards South Georgia.
Depending on our progress under sail, we may
approach Elephant Island on our way. If the sea conditions and weather are not too rough, it’s worth to have
a closer look at this barren and inhospitable island.

ses and Light-mantled Albatrosses. Nature decides
the daily work on board. Then, on the horizon the
ice-covered mountains of this Sub Antarctic Island will
be visible.

DAY 21 / 26 South Georgia
Once in South Georgia, we count on approximately
six days to enjoy this remote and spectacular oasis in
the Southern Ocean, offering one of the best wildlife
spectacles on earth.
The island is well known for its changeable weather
and harsh conditions, located as it is in the middle of
the Scotia Sea and completely exposed to the weather
systems passing by, predominantly from west to east. It
is for this reason, that the chances for visits ashore are
highly dependant on the weather and sea conditions.

During this week, we will have the opportunity to make
several landfalls exploring the impressive landscapes
that the island offers. We will try on several occasions to
visit a variety of different landing sites, mixing activities
themed on history, wildlife, glaciology and geology. For
example, we may visit some derelict whaling stations
from the golden age of whaling in the Antarctic area at
the beginning of the 20th century (keeping a safety perimeter of 200m around the remains). Also, we could have
the opportunity to visit Wandering Albatross nesting
colonies where strict rules apply.
The incredibly vast King Penguin rookeries spreading
over the beaches and lower slopes of the mountainous
landscape provide another highlight we hope to enjoy.
Other penguin colonies may be visited, including those
of the Macaroni penguins. But we need to have in mind

that usually they nest in swell exposed areas amongst
steep cliffs, making their colonies difficult to reach.
Ifthe weather allows us, we also plan to do some hikes,
for example one following Ernest Shackleton’s footsteps on the last part of his epic crossing of the whole
island. We may pay a visit to his grave in Grytviken,
where he lies side by side with his right hand during
their expedition, Frank Wild. There we have the opportunity to walk around the whaling station, which has
been taken care of, cleaned and prepared for visitors.
In Grytviken, we can also visit the station’s interesting
museum on the natural history of the island and its
whaling era.
On the island’s shores, we can also find several
shipwrecks, like that of the Bayard. She was a fully
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rigged ship - one of the first to be built of steel in 1864
in Liverpool. In 1911 she was blown from her moorings
and, despite rescue efforts, ran hard aground. This
was the very same year the Bark Europa was launched.

DAY 27 / 37 Return to the ocean
After finishing our visit to South Georgia, we will
steer the Europa back into open oceanic waters. Even
more then during the previous weeks the wind will
determine our course, but if winds are from the right
direction we will try to visit the most remote island of
the world Tristan da Cunha.
As far as our eyes can see, open ocean spreads all the
way to the horizon and beyond. On our way we cross
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again the Antarctic Converge and soon we will be
sailing on temperate waters. At that point we leave the
Southern Ocean, where we have been since the begin-
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King penguins on South Georgia

course”. The archipelago’s extreme isolation has lead
to a very unique plant and wildlife community. Many
species are endemic, meaning they are found only on
these islands and nowhere else in the world. Weather
permitting, we may visit one of the archipelago’s
small outer islands, Nightingale or Inaccessible Island
before starting our way to Cape Town.

DAY 40 / 52 Ocean crossing towards
Cape Town
we shall spot the outlines of a very special group of
volcanic islands – the Tristan da Cunha archipelago.

DAY 38 & 39 Tristan da Cunha
ning of our trip, and start sailing the South Atlantic. We
will sail through the Furious Fifties to the Roaring Forties,
where the winds usually blow continuously.
This often keeps the watches active, helping the permanent crew with steering the ship, setting, taking away and
furling sails.
After sailing for about 12 days in this vastness of water,
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tristan da Cunha is part of the British overseas territory.
With a small community of about 270 Tristanians and
over 2400 kilometers from any other civilization, Tristan
da Cunha as the largest of the four islands, is considered
the most remote inhabited place on earth! Anchoring
close to the small harbor of Edinburgh of the Seven
Seas - Tristan’s only settlement – we hope to pay this
fascinating place a visit. However, we need to be lucky

to land our zodiacs at the jetty. The harbor is in no way
protected from the elements! Due to Tristan’s position
in the middle of the Southern Atlantic Ocean and steep
coastline, it is fully exposed to open ocean swell and
strong winds. Some seasons, hardly any of the visiting
ships are fortunate enough to land. Should the weather
be in our favor, we hope to enjoy various activities organized by Tristan’s local guides, like tours of the settlement,
long hikes up to the base or peak of the volcanic cone or
a shorter walk to the 1961 volcanic crater, where the last
eruption took place. The islanders also offer to take us
fishing or to play golf on their “world’s most remote golf

After this short break from sailing and the sea we
return to the ocean for another 12 days. Back to
oceanic sailing, our progress will depend once
again on the weather’s mood. We will experience
our transoceanic sailing trip in the same style as
the sailors in historic times.
The last part of the expedition to Cape Town is
1510 NM. The predominant winds are still westerly.
Everyone is adjusted to the ship and experienced
with the sea in his own way. The ocean is different
for the birdwatcher, the biologist, clerk, or sailor.
Itdepends on what you are looking for. The sea is

a sea from enthusiastic stories, a sea that you deal
with carefully and with respect.
We come close to the Cape of Good Hope and now
we sometimes see other ships on the horizon.

begins a new chapter. The ship shall go to the
shipyard for maintenance. After a long ocean voyage many memories remain.

After arrival in Cape Town we will berth in the harbor.
of Cape Town. Seals are playing and taking a sunbath
on the piers. On the 1st April it is time to say goodbye to each other and the ship. At 9 a.m. we sign

Memories of a cold but favourable wind, longdistance birds on deck, groups of dolphins, petrels
staying over for one night, skuas waiting for something to eat, a humpback waving farewell with his
tail, a growing moon, but more than anything,
memories of a group of people sailing this deep

off. The return home has started and the EUROPA

water sailing ship together to another continent.

“When I embarked on Europa it felt like
going back into a calm and peaceful time
period. The scenery at departing was an
exhilarating feeling for the voyage ahead.
After a few days of sailing the trainee
crew from all over the world has become
accustomed to life on board and enjoys this
wonderful adventure.”
- CECILE -
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In Antarctic waters
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Foto’s: Rolf Vogel

SHIP’S
ACCOMMODATION

1. bar
2. deck house
3. poker corner
4. library
5. bathroom
6. 2 person cabin
7. 6 person cabin

Various places for relaxing
The ship was built in 1911 in Hamburg (Germany)
and fully rebuilt and re-rigged in 1994 in Amsterdam
(the Netherlands). The paneled interior contains
different places for sitting down and relaxing:
deckhouse with a well-equipped bar, a lounge for
meals and entertainment, a well stocked library and
comfortable cabins with en suite shower and toilet.
These different areas allow you to do your own thing:
perhaps some quiet reading or a more active role in
the social life in the deckhouse. The ship is equipped
with a DVD player, a CD player, i-Pod connection and
radio. There are four 2-person cabins, four 4-person
cabins and four 6-person cabins.

Meals on board
An experienced cook and cook’s assistant will
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prepare three meals a day. The general meal times
on board are:
Breakfast:
07:00 – 09:00
Lunch:
13:00
Dinner:
19:00
Coffee and tea: 10:00, 14:00, 16:00, 20:00
Baking of bread and cookies is done at night.
At sea, midnight snacks are prepared, usually during
the dog watch (24:00-04:00)

Safety
The EUROPA is a very solidly built ship. The rebuilding and conversion to a sailing vessel was carried
out under the supervision of the Dutch Shipping
Inspection, Bureau Veritas and Register Holland.
She sails with worldwide certificates from each of
these authorities and she complies with the highest
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requirements for sailing ships. The Royal Dutch
Meteorological Institute, the KNMI, selected the
ship to monitor the weather whilst at sea. They supplied the ship with specialised equipment for taking
observations. In return, the KNMI analyses our
weather reports and provides routing. A minimum
of 10 experienced, professional crew members will
ensure the ship’s safe operation. They possess all
the necessary professional qualifications. Our safety
equipment comprises life jackets, life rafts, fire
extinguishing equipment, fire-fighting outfits with

wheelhouse, on deck and in the rescue boat), a satellite navigation system, an echo sounder, a sextant,
one SSB transmitter, two Inmarsat-C terminals, an
Iridium Satellite telephone, two VHF transmitters, a
number of portable VHF’s and an emergency radio
transmitter.
The EUROPA has two zodiacs and a sloop with
outboard engines. In addition to a drinking water
capacity of 12.250 litres in permanent tanks, we are
able to convert seawater into drinking water using a
water maker.

breathing apparatus, diving equipment, a comprehensive stock of medicine, an emergency sick bay,
EPIRB, and radar transponders.

Food stores will be taken on board just before our
departure. We will also take on board 20,000 litres
of diesel to fuel the heater, the generators and the
two main engines. The ship has a power supply of
220V AC (50 Hz). The plugs on board are as used on
the European continent (two-pins).

The EUROPA’s navigational and communication
equipment comprises radar, a compass (in the

3
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PINS AND LINES
If you want to familiarize yourself with the sails, pins
and lines please download the Pin Rail Diagram on our
website www.barkeuropa.com. If you do not want to study
before hand, no worries! Once on board everything will be
explained from the beginning.
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Headrig
A.

Flying Jib

I.

Fore Royal

Q.

B.

Outer Jib

J.

Fore Skysail

R.

Main Royal

C.

Inner Jib

S.

Main Skysail

D.

Fore Topmast Staysail

Fore mast

Main Topgallant

Main mast
Mizzen mast

K.

Main Topmast Staysail

L.

Main Topgallant Staysail

T.

Mizzen Staysail

U.

Mizzen Top Staysail

Foresail / Forecourse

M.

Main Royal Staysail

F.

Fore Lower Topsail

N.

Main Sail / Main Course

G.

Fore Upper Topsail

O.

Main Lower Topsail

W.

Mizzen

H.

Fore Topgallant

P.

Main Upper Topsail

Z.

Gaff Topsail

E.
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V. Mizzen Topgallant Staysail

Close Hauled
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Close Encounters

THE WATCH SYSTEM
The Europa sails 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Sail handling can happen at any moment, so the crew
takes turns in being a wake and sailing the ship.
The Bark EUROPA is registered as a sail training ship
and as such you will be mustered as voyage crew.
More so than on a passenger ship, you will get extensive safety instructions and we ask you to join in the
watch system. Participating in sailing and running
the Bark EUROPA is part of the overall experience on
board. The level of participation will depend on your
interest and physical condition. On deck you work
together with the permanent crew.

During our visits of Antarctica and South Georgia
there is only a voluntary anchor watch. This allows
you to get the most of your landings in Antarctica and
South Georgia.

Permanent crew
The permanent crew is divided in two watches, called
Port and Starboard. Depending on the Captain in
charge, the crew follows a watch system divided in four
shifts of six hours (six-on-six-off) during 24 hours or the
Swedish Watch system. These Swedish watches work
alternating shifts of four hours during the night (2000 –
0800 hrs) and six during the day (0800 – 2000 hrs).

Haul Away	Pull on the rope hand over hand or by sweating
2, 6, HEAVE	Everybody pulls together on HEAVE!
Ease away	Ease the line slowly at first with a turn around the pin.
Hold / Stop	Stop Hauling or Easing.
Cast Off / Let Fly	Take the line off the pin and let it run out on its own.
One step Forward	With the line in your hands, take one step towards the pin.
Come Up / Let Go	Toss the line forwards, out of your hands QUICKLY.
Make Fast / Belay	Belay the line to the pin or cleat.
Stand-By	Get the line ready by taking off the coil and bring it down to one turn on the pin. Wait.
Coil down	Coil up all the lines that are on deck and hang them nicely on the pins.
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Voyage crew/ trainees

Wake ups for your watch

The trainees are encouraged to participate in a threewatch system, with four hours on and eight hours off
and a split ‘platvoets’. Following this system you will
have watch at different times every day so you will see a
sunrise one day and a sunset the next.
The watches are named after the colours of the Dutch
flag and follow up in the same sequence. While on

If going on watch you will be woken in sufficient time to
have some food, or in the night to get some coffee, and
enough time for a handover from the previous watch.
When you wake up the next watch it is important to pass
on general information like what time it is, and what the
weather is like so that they can dress appropriate to the
conditions on deck. If needed, some extra encourage-

watch you will take turns at the helm, stand lookout and
help with sail handling and maintenance.  

ment can motivate slow risers like “we’re under full
sail”, “full moon”, “pancakes for breakfast”, “it’s finally
stopped raining!”  Before knocking off watch make sure
everyone you woke up has made it out of their cabins
and has not drifted off again.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Seasickness
A sailing ship under sail is steadier in the water in
strong winds than a motor vessel. Nevertheless some
people on board will get seasick. Most will get used
to the motion of the ship after one day. Healthy eating
and sleep are the best ways to prevent seasickness. If
you fear that you might be susceptible to seasickness,
you can take anti-seasickness pills. Please buy these
before you leave home. We advice Primatour or Cinerazine. We don’t recommend strong pills or plasters
to stick behind your ear.

Medical care
When undertaking a long ocean voyage where you are
several days of sailing away from the inhabited world,
it is important to realize that extensive medical care
is not available. Transport to the mainland is often
impossible. On board there are crewmembers with a
medical training. Most of the times on these voyages
there will be a doctor on board. There is an emergency
hospital with a number of medicines and wound
dressings. If you have a disorder or sickness for which
you use medication, we expect you to bring these on
board yourself.

As well, we ask you to inform the office of the EUROPA about this condition. If you are susceptible to
certain things like cold sores or cystitis, please bring
your own medication with you. Because we live close
to each other on the ship, colds or influenza are easily
passed on to others.
We advise you to take an anti-influenza injection before departure. It would be a shame to have to spend
a few days in your bunk during such a unique voyage.
If you have questions about a specific health problem,
we advise you to get in touch with the office of the
shipping company. They can put you in contact with
one of the ship’s doctors.

Insurance

You will be brought ashore with the zodiacs (rubber
dinghies). To get into the (moving) zodiac you need to
climb down a rope ladder along the ships hull. Usually

on every location we visit. There are walks on pebble/
sandy beaches but there might be some steep hills to
overcome with a snowy underground to walk on.
Please keep in mind it is not a bad idea to get started
with training to gain body strength and maybe even

landings are on pebble beaches and you will have to
walk through the water before standing on dry pebble
beach.
Walks ashore may vary with difficulty and are different

loose some weight if necessary. You will enjoy your
voyage even more when you are fit. Please inform us
about any changes in your health occurring in the
months before embarkation.

your own country. Apart from that you also need to
have a travel insurance covering this voyage. We also
advise you to have a cancellation insurance.

Zodiac cruises and going ashore

The “EUROPA” is properly insured for possible legal
liabilities during your stay on board. The “EUROPA”
does not cover possible damage while being ashore.
Naturally you must have a healthcare insurance in

What to bring
• Certificates of medical and travel insurance
• A valid passport. It is important that you check with
your own embassy for visa requirements pertaining
to each country.
• Papers of visa and vaccinations. It is important that
you check with your own embassy for any requirements pertaining to each country you visit during
your voyage on board EUROPA. Arranging the right
travel documents/visa remains your own responsibility.
• Suitcases take up a lot of space in your cabin and
cannot be stowed, so we ask you only to use sturdy
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but soft luggage bags.
• A small waterproof rucksack (daypack) or sealed inner bag is handy for walks ashore to store your gear
• For use on deck: shoes with a flexible non-slippery
profile. It is important that your shoes are watertight.
• Strong rubber boots with a thick, flexible sole and
warm socks are recommended. When you go ashore
from the dinghy you might get up to your ankle into
the water sometimes. They are also practical when
walking near penguin colonies where the ground
may be boggy.
• Binoculars for whale- and birdwatching.
• Photo camera and/or video camera with spare batteries. Take enough memory cards with you; there
will be no opportunities to buy any under way. Also
spare batteries are recommended. Remember that
the batteries might go flat very quickly in the low
temperatures.
• Sunglasses and sun screen. The sun’s rays are
particularly strong at sea.
• Water-and windproof clothing.
• Thermal underwear, including long johns, waterproof sailing gear, more than one pair of warm and
also waterproof gloves.
• Woollen or fleece hat.
• Warm pyjamas
• If you sleep light you might like to think about taking ear plugs.
• Swimwear
• Several thin layers of clothing give better protection
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against the cold than one thick layer. Loose layers will
trap a film of insulating air to keep you warm. And
when the sun comes out or we reach warmer destinations you can easily adapt your clothing. Staying
warm, dry and comfortable will allow you to maximize
the enjoyment of your experience.
• Please note that you will also spend time indoors,
where you can wear regular pants and a shirt
• Bring enough clothes for the whole voyage. There is
a washing machine on board. However, its use is limited. We can only use it if there is not too much swell.
That means that you can only sometimes give a small

amount of clothes to the crew to wash.
• P
 lease make sure that your (rain) gear and boots are
clean when you join the ship. We like to prevent taking
bacteria or seeds to Antarctica from your last visit
outdoors. Also on velcro small particles can be found.
• Toiletries and travel first aid kit (aspirin, bandaids)
• Personal medication. If you have or have had a disorder or sickness for which you use medication we ask
you to inform us in advance and we kindly ask you to
bring enough medication for the entire voyage. If you
have questions about a specific health problem, we
advise you to get in touch with the office. We can put

you in contact with one of the ship’s doctors.
• Extra pair of prescription glasses or contact lenses.
• Electricity on board is 220Volt/50Hertz, standard
European plugs with two circular metal pins:
• Wall socket adapter

What not to bring
• Your bunk has a comforter/duvet with cover, one
pillow with pillowcase and a sheet. You do not need to
bring a sleeping bag.
• Towels will be provided too.
• We do not sell chocolate, snacks, cigarettes etc. on
board. You are welcome to bring your personal supply
with you, but ask you to keep in mind that we try to
limit the amount of garbage on board. Please do not
bring your own bottles and cans with drinks or large
amounts of food.
• Jewellery and other valuables.

Other facilities
There is a washing machine on board. However, its use
is limited. We can only use it if there is not too much
swell. That means that you can only sometimes give a
small amount of clothes to the crew to wash.
Books: On board you will find many books about
Antarctica, ships and sailing. But there are also novels
available in English or Dutch language.

How can you be reached on board

On board you will be able to send a limited amount
of text-only e-mails to the shore for a standard fare
per text line.
Friends and family can follow your voyage on-line via
internet, www.barkeuropa.com. Click on ‘logbook’.
The Captain or (voyage)crew updates the expedition
log on a regular base.
Under the button ‘follow the ship’ you will find a chart
with a recent position of the EUROPA.
In the event of an emergency, the ship can be contacted via the owners of the EUROPA,
Rederij Bark EUROPA b.v.. They contact the ship on a
daily basis via satellite connection.

Money
All beverages at the ship’s bar and souvenirs must
be paid in cash at the end of the voyage in Euro’s or
US dollars. We do not accept creditcards. Additionally bring some cash for personal expenses during
occasional onshore visits and for your expenses in
Argentina.
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BOOK THE VOYAGE
Includes
The fare is including meals, tea, coffee. The
price excludes the transfer to and from the
ship, travel insurance, cancellation insurance, airport formalities, drinks from the
bar on board and landingfee South Georgia
à GBP 185,-

Flights
We strongly recommend you to arrive in Punta
Arenas at least one day prior to embarkation.
This gives you extra time in case of flight delay
or lost luggage. It also gives you an opportunity to get on board well rested. For your
flights back home please keep in mind to fly
in the late afternoon or evening on the day of
disembarkation earliest.
If you have trouble finding a good transfer we
might be able to help you. We kindly ask you to
send us your flight schedule so we can inform
the ship about your arrival- and departure

Travel documents and visa
It is your personal responsibility to have the
right travel documents and visa for each
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VOYAGE DETAILS
country you visit during your stay on EUROPA. In
any doubt please contact your local embassy or
consulate.

Please go online to find more information in regard
to the sailing program an how to book the voyage.
Take me to the dates and fares page

DA
TES&F
ARES

How to make a reservation
If you need some time to decide before you book
your voyage we can offer you an optional reservation. We will block your berth for two weeks
without any obligations, so you can make any
necessary arrangements.
You can book by sending the signed and completed booking form and health declaration to
the EUROPA, the address is mentioned on the
booking form. In this form you are asked to give
your passport details, date of birth, etc. We need
this information to be able to compile the passenger lists as required by customs. We therefore
ask you to fill in this information as completely
as possible.
We will of course treat this information confidentially. After receiving your booking form we will
send you a booking confirmation with the invoice
and the terms of payment. A few weeks before
departure you will receive the final information.

ANTARCTICA EXPEDITIONS FOR EVERYONE
Every year we have between 4 and
5 different expeditions scheduled.
Most if the scheduled voyages are 22
day voyages starting and ending in
Ushuaia. But on the beginning and
end of the season we have mostly a
longer voyage (34 or 52 days) scheduled which includes a visit to South
Georgia.

These longer voyages are the perfect
combination for guests who wish to
admire nature on some of the most
remote places of the earth end experience nature on the wide open ocean
during the longer periods sailing on
sea. You will have plenty of time at
sea to enhance your sailing skills in
the Southern Ocean.

SAILING THE SEAS AND
WANDERING THE OCEANS
Ocean sailing and Tallship Races
OCEAN SAILING
Bark EUROPA follows the favourable winds of
traditional sailing routes. Since 2000 Bark EUROPA
has been crossing oceans on a regular basis and
has a reputation of a ship that really sails. Everyone
on board will be assigned to the watch system to
navigate and steer the ship and to hoist and lower
the sails. For those of you who will be on board for
a longer period, there is little difference between the
permanent crew and the voyage crew.
You will be given the opportunity to experience all
aspects of the life of a sailor. In these routes there will
also be opportunities to set our stuns’ls (or Studding
Sails). The occasional passing ship might think they
are in a different era when they see the Bark EUROPA
sailing by with up to 30 sails set.

SHORTER VOYAGES
The ocean crossings bring us to different Islands and
cities. This gives you the possibility to step on board
halfway through a long ocean crossing. You can see
our sailing schedule on our website for an overview
of the separate legs you can choose from. These
voyages can take up to two or three weeks.

TALL SHIPS RACES
The Tall Ships Races are the largest international
ocean races for sail-training ships in the world. Races
occur annually in various parts of the world with millions of spectators. Tall Ships will compete with each
other in a stunning race at sea between some of the
world’s most beautiful harbours. Onshore, the streets
DA
TES&F
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will buzz with theatre, sports, fireworks, music, food
and of course the Crew Parade (a fabulous parade of
all the ships crews).
Although everyone is keen to race each other at sea,
it is not all about winning. The Tall Ships Race is an
event where youngsters and adults from all nations
and social backgrounds can meet in a challenging
environment. Sailing the EUROPA

requires good cooperation and team spirit and our
guests learn the names of all thirty sails and many
different lines.
Creating new friendships with people from all over
the world and having the time of your life, that is what
the Tall Ships’ Races are all about.
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OFFLINE-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG
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digitalen Kataloges im PDF-Format.
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